
Yep, it’s
our free
edition
If you’re not a weekly

subscriber to this
newspaper, you may be
wondering why you’re
receiving this edition of
The Crittenden Press.
The Feb. 10 issue of

your community news-
paper is being distrib-
uted to every home in
Crittenden County on a
one-time
basis. It’s
a com-
mon an-
nual
practice
for many
newspa-
pers, but
this is our
first run
at it, at
least in
modern
history.
Local news is no less

important than it was
30-plus years ago be-
fore the rise of our In-
formation Age and
social media platforms.
Timely reporting about
issues or events in this
community, which af-
fect you, can be found
nowhere else in verified
and accurate detail
than in the pages of
your weekly newspaper.
Sure, social media

platforms are fun, but
they are also filled with
mis- and disinforma-
tion, which makes our
job of collecting, verify-
ing and reporting facts
even more important.
Good journalism is

reliable, accurate, thor-
ough and thoughtful.
Trustworthy news is at-
tributable and reported
by professionals
trained in research and
media law. 
Carrying out our

charge has been the
goal of this newspaper
since 1879 and we are
proud to continue this
commitment 143 years
later.
You may see this

newspaper on the
counter at Food Giant
or a dozen other local
outlets, or if you’re in
town on Wednesday af-
ternoons, you may see
people carrying it out of
our office. Watch and
you just might see peo-
ple sitting in their car
flipping through the
pages before they pull
away from the curb. It
happens and we appre-
ciate all of our loyal
readers.
Though the printed

page is how local news
has been shared for
decades, we have
evolved in the digital
world to offer our news-
paper in online elec-
tronic format and we
also send it to sub-
scribers who prefer the
full email edition. It’s
pretty cool to see the
newspaper in your in-
box every week in living
color.
Through this a spe-

cial issue, what you see
is what you get on an
average week. News,
sports, obituaries, com-
mentary, history and 
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Old Kentucky hayride
at fohs hall saturday
The popular Old Kentucky
Hayride music and variety show
returns to Fohs Hall Saturday,
Feb. 12. Two dozen area musi-
cians will entertain the crowd
with classic country music
starting at 7 p.m. The show is
produced by local entertainers
Classy & Grassy. Canned goods
will be accepted as admission.
Crittenden County FFA will op-
erate concessions. You can fol-
low Old Kentucky Hayride on
Facebook for additional infor-
mation.

Kirk’s withdrawal
leaves 1 in District 4
Robbie Kirk, a Republican

candidate for District 4 magis-
trate in Crittenden County, has
submitted a Notice of Candidate
Withdrawal. Kirk is currently
county jailer, but had decided
to not seek re-election. How-
ever, he filed to run for magis-
trate in District 4. Democrat
incumbent Chad Thomas is the
only other candidate to have
filed for the District 4 seat on
Crittenden Fiscal Court. See full
candidate list on page 3.

McDaniel to seek
board re-election
Ryan McDaniel, a six-year in-

cumbent on the Crittenden
County Board of Education, has
filed for re-election. School
board races are non-partisan
and the deadline to file for a
non-partisan election is June 7.
McDaniel serves in District 5,
which includes voting precincts
3, 6 and 12. He is seeking his
second full term on the board
after serving part of an unex-
pired term and being elected for
a full four-year term in 2018.
The only other school board
seat up for election in 2022 is
in District 2 where Eric LaRue is
the incumbent. Five individuals
make up the board of educa-
tion.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden County Interagency
Council will meet at 9:30 a.m.,
Thursday, Feb. 17. Site TBD.
•Crittenden County Fiscal Court
meets at 8:30 a.m., Thursday,
Feb. 17 at the courthouse.
•Marion City Council will meet
at 5 p.m., Monday, Feb. 14 at
city hall. This is earlier in the
month than the council’s typical
meeting on the third Monday.
•Fredonia City Council will meet
at 7 p.m., Monday, Feb. 21 at
city hall.
•Salem City Council will meet at
6 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 15 at
Deer Lakes meeting room.
•Crittenden County Board of
Education meets at 5:30 p.m.,
Tuesday, Feb. 22. 
•Crittenden-Livingston Water
District will meet at 4 p.m.,
Monday, Feb. 28 at Deer Lakes
meeting room.
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Write Now
Commentary

Wayne Agent has been sheriff in Crittenden
County for more than two decades. He’s the
longest serving sheriff in county history and
this year will be his last.

Calling it Quits
Sheriff, County Attorney, PVA, Jailer, other officials
are not seeking re-election, ending years of service
BY CHRIS EVANS
PRESS EDITOR
This year’s election cycle will

change the landscape of Crit-
tenden County’s public serv-
ice leadership like none in
recent history.
In some cases, this historic

election will mean a changing
of the guard in a couple of
county offices held for more
than two decades by the same
individuals. 
The filing deadline has come

and gone for candidates to
run in the spring primary
election. Among those who are
hanging up their spikes of
community service are long-
time local servants who have
chosen not to seek re-election.
Those are Sheriff Wayne
Agent, County Attorney Re-
becca Johnson, PVA Ronnie
Heady, Jailer Robbie Kirk and

Magistrate
Dan Wood. 
Together,

they share
almost 100
years of ex-
perience in
public of-
fice. 
Another

magistrate,
Todd Perry-
man, is not
seeking re-
election. In-
stead, he is campaigning for
PVA.
The sheriff and property val-

uation administrator are the
longest serving of those retir-
ing from public office. They
were each elected in the fall of
1998 and took office a couple
of months later, beginning
their first years of service in

1999.
Wood was elected to serve

District 6, which includes
Shady Grove and the eastern
section of the county. John-
son was elected as counsel to
county government and local
prosecutor in the fall of 2006. 
Coincidentally, three of

those four not seeking a re-
turn to office are among the
few Democrats who have held
onto public posts amid a wave
of party defections across the
South and Midwest, and even
here in Crittenden County
where a two-party system has
been quite strong for years.
Democrats held a majority
here until 2014. In the past 8
years, Republicans have
mounted huge gains in the
county, holding a nearly 60-
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Primary Election
May 17
General Election
November 8

See complete list of
candidates cur-
rently filed on page
3 of this issue.

School project l ikely to
face a six-month delay

Longest serving PVA
Ronnie Heady

County Jailer
Robbie Kirk

District 6 Magistrate
Dan Wood

First elected in 2002

2nd longest serving 
County Attorney 
Rebecca Johnson

Architectural rendering of design option for new high school

Schumann Est.
gives $150,000
to foundation
STAFF REPORT
The first distribution of

funds from the Linda Schu-
mann estate are going to the
Crittenden County Rocket
Foundation.
The school district has an-

nounced that $150,000 has
been pledged to its founda-
tion, which helps students off-
set the cost of dual-credit
college courses and voca-
tional-technical certifications
among other benefits. The
foundation began an aggres-
sive fundraising effort about a
year ago with the goal of rais-
ing $150,000. Before the
Schumann contribution, the
foundation had reached about
one-third of its objective. 
Schumann, a community

and civic advocate, died in
June 2019, leaving nearly $1
million to Crittenden County
Tomorrow, an organization 
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STAFF REPORT
A shortage of building mate-

rials and labor appears likely to
create delays in construction
projects on the high school
campus. Some will stay on tar-
get, but the new high school
and football field will probably
be delayed.
A series of renovation and

construction plans have been
in the works for more than a
year. Intentions are to build a
new high school and upgrade
the current high school build-
ing, which will be turned into a
middle school.
There had been some specu-

lation that demolition would
begin on the football field this
spring to free up the spot where
a high school will be built. It

now appears that demolition
and construction of a new
Rocket Stadium will be delayed
until after the 2022 fall football
season.
An increase in material costs,

plus labor and material short-
ages, have been feared for sev-
eral months. Last week, school
officials began talking about a
new timeline that wouldn’t kick
off until November.  School of-
ficials had hoped to advertise
for bids next month and have
construction of the field com-
plete by September. 
With the pre-construction

timeline already a month be-
hind, school administrators say
it will be best to plan for a 
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Lawless 
Bennett R. Lawless, 

83, of Smithland, died 
Tuesday, Feb. 1, 2022 at 
Livingston Hospital and 
Healthcare Services in 
Salem. 

He was born in Lola to 
Bill and Elsie Faulkner 
Lawless Sept. 23, 1938.     
He was a member of 
Burna Com-
munity Baptist 
Church and 
previously a 
member of 
Birdsville Bap-
tist, where he 
was saved and 
baptized, Second Baptist 
in Smithland and Mint 
Springs Baptist.  He was 
also a member of Local 
181 Operating Engi-
neers, and Salem Ma-
sonic Lodge # 81.  He was 
an amateur radio oper-
ator and a veteran of the 
United States Army.  

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Bridgett Lawless of 
Smithland; a son, Daniel 
Lawless of Smithland; a 
grandchild, Lakyn Alex-
ander; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Doro-
thy Buford Lawless; three 
brothers; and his par-
ents. 

Graveside services 
were Wednesday, Feb. 9 
at McMurray Chapel 
Cemetery. Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services was in charge of 
arrangements. 

Holloman 
Eddie Bruce Holloman, 

71, of Marion, died Tues-
day, Feb. 1, 2022 at Liv-
ingston Hospital and 
Healthcare Services, Inc.  

Surviving are his wife 
of nine years, Estie 
Thomas; two children, 
Patrick Holloman of Prov-
idence and Robert (Leta) 
Holloman of Macedonia, 
Ill.; four stepchildren, Jo-
nathan McMackin, Ly-
nise Teer, Garrett 
McMackin and Kennett 
McMackin; seven grand-
children; six step grand-
children; and two 
brothers, Randell Hollo-
man and David (Robin) 
Holloman. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Robert Cecil and Sarah 
Frances Holloman; and a 
brother, Donald Hollo-
man. 

Services were Sunday, 
Feb. 6 at Gilbert Funeral 
Home with burial in 
McMican Cemetery.   

Allen 
Wilma Jewel Allen, 89, of 

Marion, died Tuesday, Feb. 
1, 2022 at Livingston Hospi-
tal and Healthcare Services, 
Inc.  She was a member of 
Seven Springs Baptist 

Church and foster parent of 
92 children. 

Surviving are four daugh-
ters, Yetta (Jim) Freeman of 
Hot Springs, Ark., Cynthia 
Ann Short-Tyson of Marion, 
Elizabeth Ann Baker of the 
Mexico community and 
Susan Marie Jones of Clay; 
a son, James A "Bert" 
(Marty) Allen of Jericho, Vt.; 
12 grandchildren, Phillip 
(Bianca) Hinchee, Justin 
Baker, Raichel Jones, Tyree 
Jones, Scott (Stacey) Lang-
ston, Nickolas (Laura) Allen, 
Sean Allen, Logan Allen, 
Kelly Allen, Brendan Allen, 
Jenny (Brian) Kubacak and 
Emily (Janet) Freeman; 8 
great-grandchildren, Wesley 
and Olivia Hinchee, Grayson 
Langston,  Austin Merriott, 
Ashlyn (Curtis) Simmons, 
Coby (Lauren) Howell, Caleb 
(Cat) Kubacak and Coryn 
(Tyler) Anderson and great-
great-grandchild, Boone 
Freeman. 

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, James T. 
"Bud" Allen; her parents, 
William McKinley and Rutha 
Mae Fletcher; and three 
brothers, Emmett, Roy Ellis 
and Guthrie Clifton 
Fletcher. 

Services were Saturday, 
Feb. 5 at Seven Springs 
Baptist Church with burial 
in Mexico Cemetery.  Gilbert 
Funeral Home was in charge 
of arrangements. 

Mills 
Shanan Travis Mills, 

66, of Bowling Green, 
peacefully passed away 
with her 
family on 
T u e s d a y , 
Feb. 1, 
2022.  

She was 
born on 
March 24, 
1955 to 
G e o r g i a 
Morton Travis and Doug-
las Jackson Travis in 
Marion. After graduating 
from Murray State Uni-
versity, she moved to 
Bowling Green to com-
plete her Master of Arts 
in Education. She went 
on to work with public 
schools in Kentucky for 
over 35 years, most re-
cently as an instructional 
coach at Parker-Bennet-
Curry Elementary 
School.  

In 1979, Shanan mar-
ried the love of her life, 
Eddie Mills, at her par-
ents’ home in Marion. 
They continued to live in 
Bowling Green and have 
two children, Mikaila 
Mills and Travis Mills. 
There was nothing more 
important to Shanan 
than the wellbeing of her 
family, which included 
much laughter and joy at 
the table during meals 
and games. Those games 
continued as her chil-
dren become adults and 
included her beloved 
grandson, Corbin Jack-
son Freeman.  

Shanan knew how to 
plan and host a gath-
ering, down to every de-
tail for holidays, family 

events and her Bunco 
dinners. She also enjoyed 
and was dedicated to her 
regular early morning 
workout group. For her 
time away, she loved to 
be near water and spend 
time in the sun, whether 
it was in the salty air of 
the beach or crisp air of 
the lake.  

Shanan deeply loved 
and appreciated the arts 
– visual arts, music, lit-
erature, and poetry. She 
dedicated most of her life 
to ensure that others 
could enjoy the same. 
She loved teaching stu-
dents, coaching teachers, 
and creating a strong 
bond with her grandson 
as she taught him how to 
read. She will be remem-
bered not only for her 
hardworking and nurtur-
ing demeanor but her fe-
rocious sense of humor, 
contagious laughter and 
quick wit.   

A celebration of life 
event will be held at a 
later date in Shanan’s 
memory. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to 
Bowling Green Independ-
ent School District 
(BGISD) for the Parker-
Bennett-Curry Literacy 
Program with checks 
payable to BGISD, c/o 
Shaunna Cornwell at 
1211 Center Street Bowl-
ing Green, KY 42101.  

J.C. Kirby & Son Lov-
ers Lane Chapel was in 
charge of arrangements.  
Paid obituary 

Watson 
Donna Fay Watson, 82, 

formerly of Caldwell County, 
died Tuesday, Feb. 1, 2022 
at Salem Springlake Nursing 
home in Salem. 

She was 
born Nov. 3, 
1939 in 
Marion to 
the late Taft 
and Stella 
J e n n i n g s 
R u s h i n g . 
She was a 
homemaker 
and pastor’s 
wife and of the Baptist faith. 
She was a member of Sa-
maria Baptist Church.  

Surviving are two daugh-
ters, Judy (Johnnie) Davis of 
Caldwell County and Kim 
Watson of Princeton, Ind.; a 
twin brother, Donald Ray 
(Linda) Rushing of Lyon 
County; three grandchil-
dren, Ashley (Shane) Alex-
ander of Princeton, John 
Curtis (Jennifer) Davis of 
Crittenden County and Kyle 
Davis of Caldwell County; 
and eight great-grandchil-
dren. 

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by her husband, Bro. Ber-
nard Watson; and an infant 
son.   

Funeral services were 
Sunday, Feb. 6 at Morgan's 
Funeral Home with Bro. 
Mike Franklin and Bro. 
Johnnie Davis officiating. 
Burial was in Morse Ceme-
tery in Caldwell County.  

Memorial contributions 
may be made to The Gideons 
International, P.O. Box 421, 

Eddyville, KY 42038. 

Smith 
Services for Timothy E. 

Smith, 53, of Marion, have 
been re-
s chedu l ed 
for 2 p.m., 
S a t u r d a y , 
Feb. 12, 
2022 due to 
recent in-
c l e m e n t 
weather. 

Smith died 
S u n d a y , 
Jan. 30 at Lourdes Hospital 
in Paducah. 

His complete obituary can 
be found in the Feb.3 issue 
of The Crittenden Press. 

Alexander 
Alta Herbert Alexander, 

Jr., 93 of Marion, died Tues-
day, Feb. 1, 2022 at Crit-
tenden Community 
Hospital. 

Brother Alexander pas-
tored Pleas-
ant Grove 
G e n e r a l 
B a p t i s t 
Church for 
over 45 
years and 
had served 
at several 
o t h e r 
c h u r c h e s . 
He was also a farmer. 

Surviving are a son Tony 
(Kay) Alexander of Marion; a  
daughter-in-law, Brenda Al-
exander of Marion; four 
grandchildren, Shannon Al-
exander, Sherri (Scott) Pruit, 
Stephanie (Jason Sisco) 
Camp, Justin (Jennifer Tra-
vis) Alexander; five great-
grandhildren, Cheyenne and 

Harbour Camp, Cody and 
Isabella Pruit, Hilary (Mat-
thew) Fagan; a great-great- 
grandaughter, Delilah 
Fagan; and a sister, Ruth 
Flener of Kansas City, Mo. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Alta Herbert 
and Birdie Virginia Pitcock 
Alexander; wife, Rachel Mae 
Arflack Alexander, son, 
Larry Alexander and daugh-
ter, Peggy Alexander. 

Graveside services will be 
held at Mapleview Cemetery 
at a later date. There will be 
no public visitation at the 
funeral home. 

Brantley 
Virginia Louise Brantley, 

88, formerly of Marion, died 
Saturday, Feb. 5, 2022 at 
Strafford Care Center in 
S t a f f o r d , 
M i s s o u r i .  
For the past 
2½ years 
she was 
being cared 
for and liv-
ing in the 
home of her 
d a u g h t e r 
until moving 
to Stafford Care Center.  She 
was a loving sister, mother, 
grandmother and great-
grandmother.    

Surviving are a daughter, 
Teresa Davidson; two grand-
children; one great-grand-
daughter and four 
great-grandsons; two 
sisters, Janet Westerndorff 
and Janie Heidrich, both of 
Marion; and a brother, 
Danny Chandler of Marion.   

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Gerald 
Brantley; a son Greg Brant-
ley; and her parents, Marion 

and Maybell Jones Chan-
dler.   

Graveside services were 
Tuesday, Feb. 8 at Maple-
view Cemetery with Pastor 
Russ Davidson officiating.  

 

Odom 
Martha Sue (Eskew) 

Odom, 78, of Henderson, , 
died Friday, Jan. 28, 2022 
at her home.  She was born 
on Oct. 18, 1943 in Marion 
to the late Chester and 
N a o m i 
( Y a t e s ) 
Eskew. 

M a r t h a 
devoted her 
life to spend-
ing time with 
her kids and 
grandkids. 

Surviving 
are four chil-
dren, Dar-
lene Adams, April Guthrie, 
Jennifer Odom and Charlie 
Odom; 11 grandchildren, 
Tannis Holt, Ethan Guthrie, 
Keela Guthrie, Dallas 
Brooks, Felicity Brooks, Ter-
riana Odom, Cash Odom, 
Jayden Odom, Kaleigh Wed-
ding, Keegan Wedding and 
Koien Banks; one great-
grandchild; siblings, Janice 
Goff, Jack Eskew, James 
Eskew and Carol Borgeson. 

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Ricky 
Odom; and a son, David 
Jennings. 

 A memorial service will be 
held at Haven Pentecostal 
Church in Henderson at a 
later date. 

Simple Cremation Evans-
ville is in charge of arrange-
ments. 
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We offer one of our most popular caskets 
together with our uncompromised service. 
That means we can create the funeral you 
had in mind, for much less than you would have expected—just one of 
the many ways you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Burial Services 
Starting at 
$5,850*
• Professional Services
• 20 Gauge Steel Casket
•  Same Day Visitation  
and Funeral Service

•  Memorial DVD and 
Webcasting

212 East Main Street • Salem, Kentucky

270-988-3131
BoydFuneralDirectors.com

Serving our families since 1902

*Some cash advance items additional
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50 YEARS AGO 
Feb. 10, 1972  

n Ginny Runyan was 
named CCHS Betty 
Crocker Homemaker of To-
morrow for 1972.  

n Laura Phillips was the 
winner of the Crittenden 
County Conservation Essay 
Contest sponsored by the 
Courier-Journal and the 
Louisville Times.  

n Carol Stroud was 
named to the second 
Dean’s List at Wilson Col-
lege in Chambersburg, Pa.  

 25 YEARS AGO 
Feb. 13, 1997 

n•Crittenden County 
High School sophomore 
Beth Howard won first 
place in the Voice of De-
mocracy essay contest 
sponsored by the James 
Franklin Oliver Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and Ladies 
Auxiliary. Her essay also 
placed second in the dis-
trict competition.  

n•Crittenden County 
High School’s Academic 
Team advanced to the re-
gional competition after 
placing second overall in 
the Kentucky Governor’s 
Cup District competitions. 

The Quick Recall Team of 
Wesley Belt, Brooke Mar-
shall, Kelly Grady and 
Bruce McClure placed sec-
ond. In the written assess-
ment portion of the 
competition, the following 
team members received 
awards: Math, Shanna 
Wood and Bruce McClure, 
first place; English Compo-
sition, Brooke Marshall, 
second place; General 
Knowledge, Shanna Wood, 
first place; Wesley Belt, 
second place; Science, 
Wesley Belt, first place; 
Language Arts, Kelly Grady, 
fourth place.  

n•Campbellsville Univer-
sity announced the aca-
demic honors list for the fall 
of 1996. Those honored 
from Crittenden County 
were Kelley Dameron, 
Regan Mott, Jody Porter 
and Jeremy Suchman.  

•Students named to the 
Southeast Missouri State 
University Dean’s List for 
the 1996 fall term were 
John Foster, Jeffrey LeFan 
and Scott Gland.  

•n•The following stu-
dents from Crittenden 
County were named to the 
Dean’s List at Murray State 
University: Nathan Boone, 
Tammy Brantley, Jennifer 

Crowell, Shirley Curnel, 
Christy Faughn, Jill Highfil, 
Terri Humphrey, Jason 
Lacy, Shanna Moore, 
James Myrick, Michael 
Perry, Carl Andrews, Shane 
Belt, Tiffany Clark, Laura 
Crowell, Bridget Davis, 
Heather Davis, Robin Dun-
can, Kevin Hardesty, Adam 
Maroney and David Thur-
man.  

 10 YEARS AGO 

Feb. 9, 2012  
n•Crittenden County 

High School basketball 
homecoming court in-
cluded sophomores Taylor 
Champion and Magan Sun-
derland, seniors Mark 
Farmer and Jessica Tinsley, 
2011 King and Queen Terry 
Werne and Talaney Werne, 
seniors Brody Bruns and 
Mary Mattingly, juniors 
Dustin Roberts and Davana 
Head and freshmen Noah 
Dickerson and Khyla Moss.  

n••Results from the 
Woman’s Club of Marion 
student writing contest in-
cluded the following: First 
place in category, Maggie 
Blazina (K-2), Haley Sisco 
(6-8) and Emily Hendrix (9-
12). In the short story divi-
sion, first place winners 
were Maria Dossett (6-8) 
and Breanna Ford (9-12).  

n•Crittenden County 
Middle School students 
Bobby Glen Stephens and 
Kaitlyn Wheeler served as 
legislative pages at the 
state capitol. 



RETIRE
Continued from page 1
percent majority among
registered voters.
The only other Democ-

rat currently serving in
the county is Chad
Thomas, a magistrate in
District 4.
Of the 39 candidates

who filed to seek election
in partisan races in the
May primary, 36 are Re-
publicans and three are
Democrats.
Heady is the longest

serving PVA in county
history. He flirted with
the idea of running for
the Kentucky House of
Representatives, going
so far as to file for the
District 4 race before re-
districting was an-
nounced. Once the new
House map was unveiled
putting Crittenden in
the legislative district
with McLean, Union and
Webster counties, Heady
opted out of running in a
primary race in District
12 against newcomer
Alan Lossner of Slaugh-
ters. Whoever wins the
Democratic nomination
in that contest would
then face either of two
House incumbents, Jim
Gooch (R-Providence) or
Lynn Bechler (R-Marion)
in the fall’s general elec-
tion. Gooch has been in
the House since 1995
and Bechler is a five-
term representative. 
Three Republican

newcomers are seeking
to replace Heady, who
said he will offer the
winner an option to
work in his office ahead
of their officially taking
office. Candidates for
PVA must pass a written
examination adminis-
tered by the state before
they qualify for office. 

Heady longest serving PVA
Heady, 60, said allow-

ing the successful candi-
date to be in the office a
few months earlier could
provide a valuable orien-
tation period. Heady
said the party difference
makes absolutely no dif-
ference. He’s prided
himself on being a non-
partisan individual and
conducting work in the
office in that fashion.
“I want the new person

to succeed. I feel like
that since I was elected
we have grown the office
and I want to see it keep
growing,” Heady said,
pointing out that his
predecessor, the late
Maurice Corley, a Re-
publican, offered valu-
able assistance to him
during the transfer more
than 20 years ago.
“It’s really sad that

this is a partisan office,”
Heady said. “The PVA
has no policymaking
power. We’re elected to
serve the people, not one
party, and we have to be
as neutral as we can.”
Sheriff made good friends
Agent, 55, was a sher-

iff’s deputy and city po-
liceman before taking
office in 1999. He is the
longest serving sheriff in
Crittenden County his-
tory. 
A variety of factors

prompted Agent not to
seek re-election. Among
them was a series of
non- l i f e threa ten ing
health issues. He has in
recent years had shoul-
der, hip and neck prob-
lems that have required
surgeries. 
Five individuals, all

with some type of law
enforcement experience,
are running for sheriff.
Agent said they are all
his friends, and one is
his brother. 
“I will miss it and I am

still somewhat reluctant
about retirement,” Agent
said, showing some
emotion about the
prospects of giving up
the office. “I want Crit-
tenden County to have a
sheriff that people can
depend on and who will
treat everyone with re-
spect.”
While he is not ruling

out policing or security
as a part-time job in the
future, Agent says he
isn’t interested in re-
turning to the rigors of
being “on the road” as a
lawman. 
Agent was a deputy

under Sheriff Floyd An-
drews in 1992 and was a
patrolman for the Mar-
ion Police Department
from 1993 to 1998.

“I have made a lot of
good friends and worked
with a lot of good peo-
ple,” Agent said, noting
that the staff has made
his department success-
ful over the years.
Never once has he

fired his weapon in the
line of duty, and Agent
recounts that even on
occasions when crimi-
nals have put up a fight,
most apologized after-
wards.
Wood retiring from Dist. 6
Wood, 75, is a former

industrial technology
educator. He’s one of the
county’s longest serving
magistrates in history,
having first been elected
in 2002 when he beat an
incumbent Republican,
the late Bobbie Don
Crowell, in the general
election. 
Wood has always

characterized himself as
a fiscally conservative
Democrat, and he has
been for nearly two
decades a voice of rea-
son on the fiscal court. 
Wood retired from full-

time teaching in Evans-
ville, Ind., in 2002 and
has worked part-time as
a vocational technology
instructor at Caldwell
County and Madisonville
Community College. He
is currently resident rep-
resentative on the City of
Marion’s sewer plant
construction project,
serving as a liaison be-
tween the engineering
company and the gen-
eral contractor. He’s
served as overseer of a
couple of other munici-
pal projects like that in
Marion and Providence. 
Wood has served as

magistrate under three
county judge-executives.
“I have been lucky I

guess because all of the
courts I have been on
and the judges have all
gotten along and we’ve
been able to get done
what needed to get
done.”
In a county with a

small industrial tax
base, he said pinching
pennies and taking care
of roads is among a
magistrate’s highest
charges.
“With my age, I just

felt it was time after
being on the court for 20
years,” Wood said about
leaving public service.
As magistrate, Wood

counts among his most
notable accomplish-
ments, getting county
water to his district in
2003, development at
Riverview Park and
working with the state
highway department to
install a low-skid sur-

face on a potentially haz-
ardous curve on KY 120
at Deanwood.
Johnson served 3 terms
Johnson is the second

longest serving county
attorney in community
history. A three-term of-
ficeholder, her tenure
has been highly deco-
rated by Kentucky advo-
cates for children based
on her aggressive work
collecting child support
payments. Without
Johnson on the ballot,
Republican Bart Frazer
will be unopposed in his
fourth quest for the job. 
“The reason that I am

not running for re-elec-
tion is that there are
other legal opportunities
that I want to explore
that I could not pursue
while county attorney,”
Johnson said. “I have
truly enjoyed the job and
I appreciate the trust
that the voters have al-
ways placed in me. I feel
that I have never taken
this trust for granted
and look forward to fin-
ishing this year strong.”
Johnson said she will

miss serving the com-
munity, especially advis-
ing the fiscal court, and
will remain active in the
community, devoting
time to her private prac-
tice in Marion. She has
been practicing law
since 1987 and has had
an office in Marion since
1992.
Kirk jailer since 2013
Kirk, who has been

jailer since the fall of
2013, has been credited
with turning around the
jail’s financial condition.
For years, the detention
center which was built
in 2007, had been costly
to the county. At times,
the jail drained nearly
$1 million from the an-
nual budget. However,
over the past three
years, Kirk has operated
it in the black. That had-
n’t happened since the
larger detention center
was built to replaced the
old life-safety jail that
was torn down.
Judgeships changing
Also, Circuit Judge

Rene Williams has cho-
sen not to seek another
term on the bench. She
had served as judge of
the circuit that includes
Crittenden, Webster and
Union counties since
2004. She is a Dixon
resident and has been
the chief regional circuit
judge for the Purchase
Area since 2007. She
was a district judge for
the same three counties
from 1990 to 2004.
Williams also ran in
2020 for a spot on the
Kentucky Supreme
Court.
District Judge Daniel

Heady, who has served
in that capacity for the
last 10-plus years, pre-
siding over Crittenden,
Webster and Union
counties, is the only
candidate in the non-
partisan election for cir-
cuit judge. 
Ben Leonard, a Provi-

dence attorney and as-
sistant commonwealth
attorney, and Charles A.
Willson, a Dixon attor-
ney, have both field to
run for the district
judgeship that will be
left by Heady’s move to
circuit court.
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CRITTENDEN COUNTY JUDGE-EXECUTIVE
*Perry Newcom - R

CRITTENDEN COUNTY CLERK
*Daryl K. Tabor - R
Ashley Guess - R
Belinda Williams - R

CRITTENDEN COUNTY SHERIFF
Chuck Hoover - R
Heath Martin - R
Evan Head - R 
Ray Agent - R
Don Young - D
George Foster - R

CRITTENDEN COUNTY ATTORNEY
Bart Frazer - R

CRITTENDEN COUNTY JAILER
Athena Perry-Hayes - R
Michael Puckett - R
Tony Harper - R

CRITTENDEN COUNTY CORONER
*Brad Gilbert - R

CRITTENDEN COUNTY PVA
Todd Perryman - R
Misty Dalton Hicks - R
Jason Champion - R

DISTRICT 1 MAGISTRATE
*Dave Belt - R

DISTRICT 2 MAGISTRATE
Matt Watson - R
Matt Grimes - R
Daniel Kemper - R

DISTRICT 3 MAGISTRATE
*Willard Guill - R
Robert Kirby - R

DISTRICT 4 MAGISTRATE
*Chad Thomas - D

DISTRICT 5 MAGISTRATE
Dale Willingham - R
*Greg Rushing - R
Travis Perryman - R 

DISTRICT 6 MAGISTRATE
Jeff James - R
Scott Belt - R
Bob Rowley - R
Van Hunt - R
Jason Martin - D

DISTRICT 1 CONSTABLE
Barry Brown - R

DISTRICT 2 CONSTABLE
Jamie Davis - R

DISTRICT 3 CONSTABLE
*Paul Beard - R
DISTRICT 4 CONSTABLE
Lynn Goodrich - R

DISTRICT 6 CONSTABLE
*Don Herrin - R

MARION CITY MAYOR
Phyllis Sykes
Austin Valentine Jr.

DISTRICT 6 BOARD OF EDUCATION
Ryan McDaniel*

5 DISTRICT CIRCUIT JUDGE 1
Daniel Heady 

5 DISTRICT JUDGE
Ben Leonard 
Charles A. Willson

FAMILY COURT JUDGE
*Brandi Hagan Rogers
------------------------------------
STATE DISTRICTS

12TH DISTRICT KENTUCKY HOUSE
*Jim Gooch - R
Alan Lossner - D
**Lynn Bechler - R

See related article 
on back page

------------------------------------
PARTISAN RACES ARE
NOW CLOSED TO FILING
NON-PARTISAN FILING
DEADLINE IS ON JUNE 7

------------------------------------
R-Republican  D-Democrat

* Incumbent 
**Incumbent in House District 4

LOCAL CANDIDATES FILED FOR UPCOMING ELECTIONS

P PARTY AFFILIATIONS | GENDERLOCAL VOTERS
Precinct                    Democrat  Republican         Other      Ind      Libert  Green  Const  Reform Soc Wk       Male          Female   Registered
Marion                 185       300          34    17     2      0      0     0       0      240      297     538
Rosebud             166       227          25    12     1      0      0     0       0      216      215     431
Sheridan             230       454          32    12     0      0      0     0       0      355      373     728
Tolu                     146       270          22    10     1      0      0     0       0      233      216     449
Marion 1              318       463          58    27     4      1      1     0       0      390      482     872
Fords Ferry          67        112           8      7      2      0      0     0       0      105       91      196
Marion 4              257       474          44    21     1      1      0     0       0      373      425     798
Frances 8             88        142          17    14     0      0      0     0       0      127      134     261
Frances 7            235       312          34    11     3      0      0     0       0      282      313     595
Marion 6              196       437          37    16     1      0      1     0       0      329      359     688
Marion 3              253       482          58    31     1      1      0     0       0      373      453     826
Shady Grove       118       165          10     5      1      0      0     0       0      156      143     299
Total                  2,259    3,838       379  183   17     3      2     0       0     3,179   3,501  6,681

Counting her time as a
district judge, Circuit
Judge Rene Williams has
been on the bench in
Crittenden, Union and
Webster counties for
more than 30 years.

STAFF REPORT
Republican voter regis-

tration in Crittenden
County continues to out-
pace Democrats, inde-
pendents and other third
parties.
A gap between the GOP

and Democrats has
widened over the past

eight years to a point
where Republicans have
57.4 percent of registered
voters here. Democrats,
who held a majority in the
county until September
2014, now command 33.8
percent of voters.
There are 183 inde-

pendent voters in the

county, 17 Libertarian
voters, three from the
Green Party and two from
the Constitution Party.
Listed as other are 379
voters. There are no indi-
viduals registered under
the flags of the Reform
Party or Socialist Workers
Party.

GOP registration growing in county

Polling places
changing in May
STAFF REPORT
As the election season

begins to heat up, voters
are reminded that there
will be fewer polling places
in the county this year.
Some of the traditional
voting sites in Tolu,
Frances and at the library
are being eliminated, but
anyone, no matter their
voting precinct, will be
able to cast a ballot at the
new countywide voting
center, which will be at
Marion Baptist Church.
The county’s former 12

voting locations will be
consolidated to five for the
first time during the May
primary. There will also be
early voting options.

Subscribe to Our Free YouTube Channel for Video News & Sports
www.YouTube/CrittendenPress
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hospital deploys
high-tech heart
ct scanner
A state-of-the-art

cardiac diagnostic CT
scanner began serving
patients at Crittenden
Community Hospital
Jan. 27.
The coronary CT an-

giogram is 99 percent
effective for identifying
significant blockages of
the arteries of the
heart, according to in-
terventional cardiolo-
gist Sanjay Bose.
He is certified in Car-

diac CT scan interpre-
tations.
“It is the next best

diagnostic test to a
heart catherization, for
a fraction of the cost,
and is very good at rul-
ing out significant
blockage,” said Bose,
who sees cardiac pa-
tients in Marion. 
The Crittenden Cardi-

ology clinic is open
three days a week and
is served by Dr. Bose
and two Cardiology
Nurse Practioners,
Rashelle Wydotis and
Stephanie Mundy.
Bose said the device

also identifies the pres-
ence of calcium build-
up using coronary
calcium scoring, which
could be a sign of
blockages in the heart.
“This is top of the

line, many hospitals do
not offer cardiac CT
scan and calcium scor-
ing,” Bose said. “The
hospital and community
are very fortunate to
have it.”

Meth found at
traffic stop
When Caldwell County

authorities made a traf-
fic stop in Fredonia last
week to serve a warrant
on a Marion man, they
found methampheta-
mine and other illegal
items in his vehicle.
William McCann, 42,

is now charged posses-
sion of a controlled
substance (metham-
phetamine), possession
of marijunana and pos-
session of drug para-
phernalia. Deputy Evan
Head also served Mc-
Cann with a Caldwell
County warrant for fail-
ure to appear in court.
The arrest was made

at 6:20 p.m., Monday,
Jan. 31 at the intersec-
tion of Old Mexico Road
and KY 91.

Spring fire hazard
season changes
burning options
Spring Forest Fire

Hazard Season begins
next week, which will
change the times for
which it is lawful to
burn outdoors. Starting
on Feb. 15 and running
through April 30, out-
door burning is prohib-
ited during daylight
hours within 150 feet
from a grassland or

woodland. It is okay to
burn after 6 p.m., and
up to 6 a.m. 
Fines can be imposed

on individuals respon-
sible for starting fires
outside of the regula-
tions.

legion resets four
chaplains service
The Burna American

Legion’s annual Four
Chaplain Service, which
was originally set for
Feb. 6, has been
rescheduled for 11
a.m., Sunday, Feb. 13 at
Old Salem Baptist
Church. 

GOP meets Feb. 17
Crittenden County

Republican Party will
meet at 6:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Feb. 17 at
the Lions Club building
at the fairgrounds.

Precious metals
scam aimed at 
aged being fought
The Kentucky Depart-

ment of Financial Insti-
tutions (DFI) has joined
the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission
(CFTC) and 26 other
states in a coordinated
enforcement action to
stop a fraudulent pre-
cious metals schemes
targeting elderly in-
vestors. Nationwide, at
least 450 people in-
vested more than $68
million in the scheme.
“Nine Kentuckians

lost $616,248 to this
scheme, including at
least four retirees,” said
Gov. Andy Beshear.
“The victims thought
they were investing
their retirement funds
to provide for future
needs. In reality, they
were caught up in yet
another investment
fraud, which have in-
creased significantly
during the pandemic.”
Investors should be

particularly cautious
when purchasing pre-
cious metals and
should check for outra-
geously high commis-
sions, spreads or
markups as high as 30
to 70 percent.
As part of the scam,

investors are being
convinced to liquidate
their holdings at regis-
tered investment firms
in order to buy precious
metals, bullion and bul-
lion coins through self-
directed individual
retirement accounts.
Self-directed IRAs
should not be confused
with traditional IRAs or
other retirement vehi-
cles.
Investors should con-

tact DFI’s Division of
Securities if they sus-
pect they have been
targeted by similar pre-
cious metals investment
schemes. Please contact
the Enforcement Branch
at 502-573-3390 or
kfi@ky.gov.

religion is growing
KENTUCKY TODAY

Christianity is grow-
ing around the world,
especially in the global
South, according to re-
cently released analysis
by the Center for the
Study of Global Christi-
anity at Gordon-Con-
well Theological
Seminary.
Religious faith is

growing faster than the
irreligious. Particularly
in the United States and
Western cultures, it can
seem as if secularism is
growing, and people
are leaving the church
and the faith. Globally,
that is not the case.
While populations of

all religions are growing
at a 1.27 percent rate,
the growth rate of the
religiously unaffiliated
is less than half that –
0.52 percent. Atheism
is almost stagnant,
growing only 0.18 per-

cent per year. 
According to the re-

port, there are fewer
atheists around the
world today (147 mil-
lion) than in 1970 (165
million). Not only is re-
ligion growing overall,
but Christianity specifi-
cally is growing. With a
1.17-percent growth
rate, almost 2.56 billion
people will identify as a
Christian by the middle
of 2022. By 2050, that
number will top 3.33
billion. Catholics re-
main the largest Chris-
tian group with almost
1.26 billion adherents,
but the two fastest
growing Christian
groups around the
world are evangelicals
(1.8 percent growth
rate) and charismatics
(1.88 percent). The
dramatic global growth
for charismatic Chris-
tians is particularly
noteworthy. In 1900,
less than 1 million peo-
ple around the world
were considered Pente-
costals. By 2050, more
than 1 billion will be.
Christianity is grow-

ing fastest in Africa
(2.77 percent growth)
and Asia (1.50 percent).
In 1900, twice as many
Christians lived in Eu-
rope than the rest of
the world combined.
Today, more Christians
live in Africa than any
other continent. 
As Christianity con-

tinues to grow in the
global South, it is also
becoming less concen-
trated in highly Chris-

tian areas. In 1900, 95
percent of all Christians
lived in a majority
Christian country. In
2022, that number has
fallen to 53.7 percent.
By 2050, most Chris-
tians (50.4 percent)
around the world will
live in non-majority
Christian nations.
As Christianity con-

tinues to grow, the

printing of Bibles con-
tinues to increase. This
year, 93 million copies
of God’s Word will be
printed, up from 54
million in 2000 and 5
million in 1900. 
In between issues of the 

newspaper turn
to The Press Online
for breaking news
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Trip details towns’ locomotive
Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
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Sta� writer

Write
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Regina
MERRICK
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Brenda
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County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Taken from a line of 
a favorite song on mine, 
let’s take a ride on a mag-
ic carpet made of steel.  
This will be a fun and his-
torical train ride through 
our beautiful Crittenden 
County and along the way 
we’ll  go through towns 
and fields and stop at the 
depots along the way. The 
time period of our trip is 
the early and late 1900s. 
Our Illinois Central train 
ride will begin as it cross-
es the old draw bridge be-
tween Webster and Crit-
tenden counties

–––
This historical bridge 

has its own unique histo-
ry. The Tradewater River 
railroad bridge at Black-
ford was a vital link for 
the Ohio Val-
ley Railroad 
that ran from 
Henderson to 
Princeton. The 
first bridge to 
be construct-
ed was a draw 
bridge short-
ly after 1886. 
In 1914 a new 
528-foot long 
bridge was build 
by the Illinois 
Central Rail-
road with help 
from the U.S. 
G o v e r n m e n t 
that included 
a pedestrian 
walking bridge. 
The Illinois Cen-
tral Railroad design was 
an upgraded structure, 
because the IC wanted to 
run a larger, heavier class 
of locomotives to pull coal 
trains from Union and 
Webster counties to the 
Illinois Central Kentucky 
main line at Princeton 
and handle car loads of 
fluorspar from Crittenden 
County headed North.  

–––
As we exit to the Crit-

tenden County side of the 
bridge, we’ll roll by the 
Blackford Church Camp 
ground where they have 
a wonderful summertime 
camp meeting. These 
meetings started as ear-
ly as 1917. People from 
several states came to 
the week-long meetings 
to worship the Lord. The 
camp grounds and dining 
hall would be full of folks.  

The singing of my 
wheels will hum them to 
sleep each night and my 
whistle call will awaken 
them each morning as I 
announce my return at 
the bridge. 

–––
We’ll roll a short dis-

tance through the beauti-
ful country to the commu-
nity of Nunn Switch. We’ll 
make a stop here to drop 
off the load of empty milk 
containers I brought back 
from Evansville. A stop 
here later in the day from 
a sister train from the 
South will pick up milk-
filled containers for their 
trip back to the Evansville 
creamery.  I’ll also pick up 
a few passengers that are 
going to Marion to spend 
the day in town.  There 
are several passenger 
trains that run back and 
forth during the day.  

This little hamlet is 
known through the coun-
ty as having three names, 
Nunn Switch, Hoods and 
Gladstone. The Hood 
Creek School sits upon the 
hill not far from the depot 
named for the tumbling 
creek that rolls through 
the center of the village. 
The children watch for 
me as I chug by each day. 
The depot was named for 
the Samuel Nunn family 
as it sits on Nunn family 
land, and Gladstone for 
the post office located in 
the general store. Nunn 

Switch has a blacksmith, 
grocery store, post office 

and stock pins 
located near 
the depot.  It’s a 
central location 
for the area.

–––
We pick up 

our speed and 
the rhythm 
of my wheels 
rumble through 
fields and along 
bluffs as we 
go through 
the edge of the 
community of 
Mattoon.  It’s a 
busy location 
as roads from 
different parts 
of the county 
run through 

the town.  Mattoon ad-
opted its present name in 
1894.  The business cen-
ter, which led the county 
in the sale of farming im-
plements during the ear-
ly 1890s, lost its tobacco 
stemmery and flour mill 
to fire in the early 1900s.  
The town dwindled to only 
one general store.  The 
construction of U.S. 60 
through Mattoon was vi-
tal for the village, and for 
a time, set it back on the 
growing path.  

–––
A short distance farther 

down the rails is the little 
hamlet of Repton. It’s a 
beautiful little town situ-
ated on the I.C. Railroad.  
It consists of two general 
merchandise stores, one 
church, school house, 
blacksmith shop and 
a number of dwelling 
houses and a post office. 
There is a small ticket and 
freight depot located here 
with a stock yard nearby 
for farmers to load their 
stock on train cars and 
send them to the stock-
yard at Evansville. A few 
more passengers board 
my train and get seated in 
the passenger cars as we 
head on toward Marion.

–––
We pass through more 

scenic countryside, and 
over the railroad bridge 
known as Harrison Tres-
tle  over Brushy Creek. 
Winslow Park is located 
here. Not so many years 
ago, it was a rather bare, 
uninviting tract of land 
with a few trees, a small 
house in the center of it, 
but I see today as I cross 
over the bridge, there 
are benches, tables and 
electric lights to make it 
possible for a picnic to be 
given there with as much 
ease and convenience as a 
meal is served in the din-
ing room of one’s home.

Mr. Virgil L. Stone, who 
is responsible for the 
many changes and im-
provements which have 
taken place at Winlow, 
has spared neither time 
nor money to make the 
park an attractive and 
inviting place for picnick-
ers and tourists.  He has 
also constructed some 
cottages for people to stay 
awhile if they would like.  

–––

From Winslow Park  the 
rhythm of my wheels hum 
along the rails until we 
get to the town of Marion.  
The depot here is a center 
of activity. I let off my pas-
sengers from Nunn Switch 
and Repton, plus several 
businessmen that loaded 
on in Evansville. For the 
visitors from Evansville 
and beyond, there will be 
a horse and buggy wait-
ing to take them to the 
Crittenden Hotel for their 
stay in Marion and Crit-
tenden County. These are 
businessmen looking to 
invest in the county’s rich 
deposits of fluorspar and 
other minerals such as 
lead and zinc. There will 
be some salesmen includ-
ed with the passengers 
also wanting to peddle 
their goods.

I’ll unhitch a couple of 
my empty loading cars at 
the depot, and they will be 
filled with this wonderful 
mineral called fluorspar.  
On a return trip the cars 
will be reattached and 
taken to points up North 
for the steel mills in some 
northern cities. 

–––
On the move again, we 

travel past country hous-
es, farms and fields head-
ing toward our next stop 
of Crayne. I’ll roll over 
the railroad trestle that 
crosses the A. H. Clem-
ent Road.  This trestle is 
now gone, taken down 
during the last of the 
golden days of the train 
and railroads through 
the county (1999).

   Gone with it are the 
days when it was a place 
to explore and climb on 
the wooden structure, 
a wonderful place for 
young boys to spend a 
day.  

We roll into Crayne, or 
in my earlier days, Cray-
neville.  The Crayne depot 
sits by a large lot, known 
as the loading yard. Piles 
of fluorspar and timber 
will be kept here until it 
can be loaded in my cars.  
Crayne folks that rode 
into Marion on an earlier 
train, will ride back with 
me and depart at the lit-
tle Crayne depot.  

The Crayne school is 
located a short distance 
from the Depot, and as 
I go by the children out 
playing will be watching 
and waving at me as I 
chug by, blowing black 
smoke from my smoke 
stack. I’m a special sight 
and sound, and my 
friendly conductor will 
be riding on my red ca-
boose at the end to wave 
back at the children as 
we pass by – a special 
time in those days.

–––
From Crayne we trav-

el through more beau-
tiful rural countryside 
and farm land until we 
reach the next communi-
ty known as Mexico, just 
a short distance is the 
community of Frances.  

Children that live close 
to the railroad tracks 
watch and listen for me. 

My conductor looks for 
the children and will per-
haps have some candy 
or gum to throw to them. 
Mexico also has its own 
depot, and located near-
by is a train yard filled 
with piles of  fluorspar 
waiting to be loaded. 
This is the heart of the 
great fluorspar country.  

The large mining com-
pany known as Lafeyatte 
is located at Frances. My 
tracks run close by the 
great mill and here my 
cars are filled with fluor-
spar.  It’s faster and eas-
ier to use train transpor-
tation than it was in the 
horse and wagon days, 
or even later with dump 
trucks.  

I continue my jour-
ney over the hills and 
through woods to exit 
Crittenden County into 
the town of Fredonia in 
Caldwell County.      

–––
Enjoy my ride while 

you can, for in a few 
short years I will be dis-
appearing with many 
memories for all that 
grew up with me – the 
sights and sounds of 
my rumbling wheels 
on the steel tracks, my 
lonesome echoing whis-
tle, my bellowing black 
smoke and cinders as 
I neared the towns and 
cross roads.  I have run 
over and flattened many 
hundred of pennies and 
nails to the delight of 
many children through 
my years. Perhaps you 
are lucky enough to have 
a souvenir of these days 
gone by when the locomo-
tive was king of transpor-
tation in our county.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).

As a group of young boys were having their picture 
made in the Crayne School yard, a locomotive went 
rumbling by with its cloud of smoke in the background. 
Pictured (from left are), Edwin White, Richard Cruce, 
Jimmy Keeling, (back) teacher Hayden Harpending, 
Bruce Ordway, Norman Winters and Jim “Ped” Nor-
man.

Community Events & News
n The Crittenden Coun-

ty High School SBDM will 
meet at 3:30 p.m., Thurs-
day, Feb. 17 in the school 
library. 

n Virgil Jones VFW will 
have a meeting at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, Feb. 10 at 
412 N. College St. in Mar-
ion. Refreshments will be 
served. 

n The Shady Grove 
Cemetery Association will 
have its annual meeting 
at 10 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 
12 at the Shady Grove Fire 
Department. Everyone wel-
come to attend.

n  Salem Baptist Church 
Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-
1 p.m., Tuesday and Sat-

urday at 209 Highland St., 
Salem.

n The Clothes Closet of 
the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia is open to serve 
the area with free clothes. 
For the time being, the 
Clothes Closet is operat-
ed outdoors from 1-3 p.m. 
each Thursday. Please 
observe social distancing. 
The Clothes Closet will be 
closed in case of rain.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon 
on the second and fourth 
Saturday of every month.

n First Baptist Church 
of Fredonia food pantry is 
open from 1 to 3 p.m. the 

third Thursday of each 
month in Coleman Hall of 
the church.

n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.

Does your group have 
something planned Let us 
know. We post notes here 
at no charge. Email to the-
press@the-press.com or 
call (270) 965-3191
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I grew up in a time 
when history and so-
cial studies taught that 
the United 
States was a 
“melting pot.” 
It is a found-
ing metaphor 
for the Unit-
ed States that 
may have been 
in use since 
the 1780s. In 
recent decades 
that meta-
phor has been 
challenged be-
cause the ho-
mogenous cul-
ture that most 
imagined was 
one that com-
bined those of 
European de-
scent. I can’t 
argue with that as a re-
ality, but I still like the 
ideal of a more balanced 
“melting pot.”

More recent metaphors 
have included mosaic or 
salad bowl. These con-
sider the variety of cul-

tures that make up the 
citizens of most of the 
Americas, but let’s stick 

to the United 
States. Call me 
a child of the 
age, but my 
personal pref-
erence is for 
“mosaic” with-
out completely 
discarding the 
ideal of melt-
ing pot. For 
me, mosaic 
honors each 
person’s her-
itage and the 
melting pot 
honors ideals 
of equality and 
unity. They are 
not exclusive.

The problem 
with the melt-

ing pot in the past is that 
it assumed movement to-
ward mostly Western Eu-
ropean Culture. Yet one 
cannot look at any part of 
our society without see-
ing influences from every 
ethnicity. The problems 

have always arisen from 
power, control, and who 
gets the credit. That is 
the systemic issue that 
we are still trying to ad-
dress.

We currently celebrate 
at least four cultural his-
tory months: Black His-
tory Month (February), 
Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander Heritage 
Month (May), Latinx Her-
itage Month (September), 
and Native American 
Heritage Month (Octo-
ber). These are all nec-
essary for us to learn to 
appreciate the contribu-
tions of every ethnicity 
that make up our nation.

Learning of the mas-
sive contributions of oth-
ers helps us to learn to 
appreciate each other. 
What is so astounding is 
the contributions that so 
many made in hostile en-
vironments. Most in the 
majority or controlling 
populations never have 
been asked to sacrifice 
personally for the good 

of those who are openly 
hostile. Studying black 
history in its American 
context will leave any 
honest person in awe of 
the intelligence, wisdom, 
and courage shown by 
those who were seen as 
second-class citizens. We 
all owe them more than 
we know.

What I have had to 
learn is that Black His-
tory is my history. The 
United States would not 
be the same nation with-
out the contributions of 
those whose heritage is 
in Africa. 

God created the na-
tions. We are all his chil-
dren. We need to remem-
ber that. Any theology or 
national identity or ide-
ology that demeans oth-
er ethnicities or sees one 
as superior to another is 
a theology or identity or 
ideology that is off course 
and eventually danger-
ous. We live in a world 
of such and responding 
to them challenges us 

at every level. Learning 
more about each other 
helps.

The New Testament 
understands that even 
when a person becomes 
a disciple of Jesus, there 
will still be differences. 
Some will want to keep 
festivals and others not 
– but both the keeping 
and abstaining are to be 
in honor of God. Paul un-
derstood that because we 
are “slave and free, male 
and female, Jew and 
Gentile” (see Galatians 
3:27-29) we are inclined 
to see ourselves either 
better or worse than oth-
ers. In more than one 
place this is called non-
sense. We are called to 
unity. But this does not 
erase our heritage or who 
we are, it honors it. Unity 
in the face of differences 
is the beauty of life to-
gether on this planet and 
we can only accomplish 
that if we honor each 
other’s past with equal 
measure. When that 

happens, we all move to-
ward each other.

Study and honor the 
history of your ethnicity, 
your heritage, your fami-
ly and share it for others 
to see. Wear it proudly 
yet accept the contribu-
tions of others with hu-
mility. Better for some of 
us to learn the history of 
others. 

For a good beginning 
one could go to the His-
tory.com website and 
look for black history. 
Here is the address: 
https://www.history.
com/topics/black-his-
tory. Most who read 
this column are in Ken-
tucky. The University of 
Kentucky has a Notable 
Kentucky African Ameri-
can Database, it is a rich 
resource, https://nkaa.
uky.edu/nkaa/.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Black history is our history, heritage

Question: My brother-in-
law is on a crusade to get 
everyone in our family vac-
cinated for COVID-19. His 
zeal is causing tension and 
conÁict with me and others 
who feel there isn’t enough 
research and evidence to 
prove the shots are effec-
tive or necessary. I’m get-
ting tired of the pressure 
he is putting on me. What 
should I do?

Answer: While it is try-
ing, we need to figure out 
ways to navigate stressful 
differences. When done 
correctly, confrontation can 
show the other person how 
much we care. Perhaps, 
these strategies will help:

1. Don’t avoid or ig-
nore the issues. In fact, 
by ignoring a tiny issue, we 
allow it to fester and grow. 
Make it a big deal before it 
becomes a big deal.

2. Make an effort to un-
derstand the other per-

son’s point of view. If we can 
see his point of view, we can 
be more understanding of his 
actions.

3. Speak privately with 
the one you are having a 
conflict with. Make the goal 
of the conversation about 
“making your relations right”—
not about who is right. 

4. Be humble! “Do nothing 
out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit, but in humility con-
sider others better than your-
selves. Each of you should 
look not only to your own inter-
ests, but also to the interests 
of others” (Phil. 2:3, 4). Humil-
ity is the key when it comes to 
solving relational tension. 

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Deal with conflict
Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

I've been asked to write 
on the signs of the end of 
the world.

The Disciples asked 
Jesus "What 
shall be the sign 
of thy coming, 
and of the end of 
the world"?

His answer 
"But of that day 
and hour knows 
no man, no not 
the angels of 
Heaven, but My 
Father only.

But as the days 
of Noah were, so 
shall also the 
coming of the 
Son of Man be. 

For in the days 
that were before 
the flood they 
were eating and 
drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noah en-
tered into the ark, and 
knew not until the flood 
came, and took them all 
away; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man 
be. 

Therefore, be ye also 
ready; for in such an 
hour as you think not 
the Son of man cometh."  
Matt. 24:36-39,44.

These masses of peo-
ple I'm sure were moving 
to higher ground as the 
flood continued to climb, 

but Jesus is saying they 
still did not believe it 
was the end and knew 
not until they were com-

pletely going 
down for the 
last time that 
it was truly 
the end.

But for the 
final end to the 
whole world 
He tells us it 
will not drag 
along as those 
people had 
been warned, 
but our end 
will come in 
an instant, as 
quickly as the 
flash of light-
ening comes 
from the east, 
and shines 

even unto the west; so 
shall also the coming of 
the Son of man be. Matt. 
24:27.

In the next chapter 
of Matthew,  Jesus tells 
what that time will be 
like when we all stand 
before His Judgement 
Seat to be judged for all 
eternity, when we cannot 
change a thing. So many 
were sure they were 
right, yet He cast many 
into everlasting fire.

Jesus also told Saint 
John in Revelation Chap-
ters 12, 16, and 20 that 

before those days "the 
Great Red Dragon, which 
is paganism, will go out 
to deceive the nations 
which are in the four 
quarters of the earth and 
with two groups would 
gather them together 
to battle, the number 
of whom is as the sand 
of the sea." He warns 
there: "Behold I come as 
a thief."

Jesus loves us all and 
warns us so we will know 
who the Red Dragon is, 
and the two groups he 
will work with.

We can go to Google 
and see the long list of 
false religions that deny 
God.

Also, there are millions 
who claim to be Chris-
tian and have never tru-
ly been born again and 
devoted their lives to the 
one who suffered and 
died for them.

Jesus also spent time 
in the Sermon on the 
Mount telling us about 
what that judgment day 
will be like.

"Not everyone that 
saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of Heaven, but 
he that doeth the will of 
my Father which is in 
Heaven.  Many will say 
to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not proph-

esied in thy name: and in 
thy name have cast our 
devils? And in thy name 
done many wonderful 
works? And then will I 
profess unto them, I nev-
er knew you; depart from 
me, ye that work iniqui-
ty." Matt. 7:21-23.

The message to all the 
world, by the one who 
loves all enough to die 
for us, is saying to all "Be 
ready to meet me face to 
face, so you can spend 
eternity with me in a 
world of peace, happi-
ness and love and where 
sin, old age and death 
can never enter."

Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pas-
tor at Marion Church of 
God, shares her views pe-
riodically in this newspa-
per. She can be reached 
at (270) 965-3269. Her 
opinions are her own and 
are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)
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What are the signs of end times?
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columns about faith and
religion.
In this issue you also

will see a special section
published in cooperation
with the Kentucky Press
Association, the Univer-
sity of Kentucky and the
Kentucky Association of
Health Plans. It contains
important information
about vaccinations –
COVID and other inocu-
lations. 
We are sharing this

issue with those of you
who aren’t subscribers or
frequent readers because
we want to share the im-
portance of local news.
For as little as 63 cents a
week, you can learn
everything “that’s fit to
print,” about Crittenden
County, to borrow a
phrase coined many
years ago by New York
Times owner Adolph S.
Ochs.
Something shared in

this newspaper every
week impacts you,
whether it’s a story about
local taxes, road clo-
sures, new businesses or
explanations of the con-
struction project around
the corner from your
home.
Local newspapers are

called the backbone of
American communities
for a few reasons:
•Newspapers keep

community members in-
formed.

•Newspapers legitimize
local achievements. 
•Newspapers chronicle

and archive local history. 
Community newspa-

pers like The Crittenden
Press have a commit-
ment to provide accurate,
hyper-local news con-
tent, which is in essence
a history book of the
communities. Our
“morgue,” as they call it
in the business is full of
past copies of the news-
paper in giant hard-
bound volumes – the
complete documentary of
Crittenden County, you
might say.
We have a fierce com-

mitment to inform, but

we also are proud to
share a plethora of suc-
cesses borne and bred in
this community. 
The Crittenden Press is

independently owned
and operated in Marion.
We are one of only a
handful of locally-owned,
locally-operated newspa-
per in Kentucky and we
are mighty proud to serve
our community. Won’t
you join us every week?
In this issue, please find
information about how
you, too, can subscribe.

Allison Evans is a third generation owner
and operator of the newspaper. You can reach
her via email at allison@the-press.com.
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WMJL Radio Host

Troy 
McGAHAN

Meet 49-year-old local
minister and WMJL morn-
ing radio personality Troy
McGahan, who has a
bachelor’s degree in theol-
ogy and a master’s degree
in religious education. He
has been a pastor for 23
years. He has served small
churches in various places
and has also worked in a
variety of other part-time
jobs, including cleaning
fence rows, painting, sub-
stitutive teaching, retail
sales, driver and a burger
cooker at McDonald’s. He
hosts the West Kentucky
Wake Up Show that airs
weekdays from 6-9 a.m., at
FM 102.7. Troy’s wife,
Terra, teaches school at
McNabb Elementary in Pa-
ducah. Their son,
Zechariah, is a senior at
Crittenden County High
School. 

Q: What is your history
in radio?

A: As most people
know I am an ordained
Baptist pastor. When I was
22 years olds, the Lord
started dealing with me
about preaching and long
story short, I surrendered
to that call. My pastor at
Grace Baptist Church at
Science Hill, Ky., pulled me
aside and said, "Brother
Troy, you have a radio
voice and the face to go
with it. The Church is going
to put you on the local

radio station.” Preaching
on the radio was the only
experience I had until we
moved to Marion.

Q: What attracted you
to being a radio personal-
ity? 

A: I had always been
told I had the perfect voice
for radio and I had always
wanted to give it a try. Over
the years, I didn't try proba-
bly because of a fear of re-
jection, fear of looking like
an idiot, fear of failure, etc.
When we moved here I
knew I would need a job to
supplement my income at
the church. I started off de-
livering pizzas for Pizza
Hut. I detested the job, but
I was thankful to have a job
and I appreciated Barb, the
manager. But it was rough.
So Terra suggested I go by
the radio station and talk to
them. So one day I was
taking Zech to the doctor
and I had a strong urge to
go to the station. So I went
by the station and knocked,
Dena Conway came to the
door and I promise you the
first words out of my mouth
was, "My name is Troy Mc-
Gahan and I have been
told that I have a radio
voice and the face to go
with it. Are you hiring?"
Dena said, “Actually we are
come on in.” Long story
short, I talked to Jason
Crockett at Stratmeyer
Media and here we are

three and a half years later
on the air. 

Q: What other commu-
nity activities are you in-
volved in?

A: Anywhere we have
lived we try to be involved
in the community. For in-
stance, in Somerset and
Appomattox, I coached
youth sports, as well as
varsity softball, middle
school football and was in-
volved with spring and
summer football at the high
school level. I believe if a
pastor is going to reach the
community God has placed
him in, he needs to get in-
volved in the community.
Before we moved here, I
had already determined my
coaching days were done. I
wanted to just be a dad. I
wanted to enjoy Zech's four
years of high school. Per-
sonally speaking, it was the
best thing I could have
done. So when we moved
here, I started praying for
the Lord to open doors to
meet people in the commu-
nity. Obviously, the radio is
a big way to be involved in
the community. Since then
God has opened the door
for me to preach in the
local jail. I dearly love
doing that. I also have em-
ceed the Christmas parade
twice and was the public
address announcer for
middle school and youth
league football games. I

have recently joined the
Chamber of Commerce
and I also have had the
privilege to be involved in
ministering to those in
Dawson Springs by pass-
ing out Bibles, counseling
with survivors and holding
a service for those who
have been displaced. 

Q: Where did you live
before coming to Critten-
den County?

A: I grew up in Somer-
set, Ky., and have lived in
West Virginia, Tennessee,
and we moved here from
Appomattox, Va.

Q: What have your ex-
periences been like living
in this community?

A: I say this tongue in
cheek, but I think the local
chamber and tourism
board should hire me to be
the local hype man for Crit-
tenden County. I love this
place and that's no joke. 

I love the church I pas-
tor. Central Baptist Church
has some of the sweetest

folks that attend. We are
small, but our church loves
the Lord, each other and
the community. 

I love the people of Crit-
tenden County. Some of
the friendliest and most
welcoming folks I have
ever met live here. You al-
ways worry when you
move to an area how will
your kid be treated? Will
the teachers, coaches, par-
ents and kids accept your
kid? Without exception my
son has been treated very
well. The same concerns
go through your mind
about your wife. Will she
be accepted? I must say
for the most part the an-
swer is a resounding yes. 

Then let's talk about the
local officials. Since taking
over the Wake Up Show,
we have tried to have dif-
ferent folks on from the
community. County Judge-
Executive Perry Newcom
has come on several times.
We have also had City Ad-
ministrator Adam Ledford
and Superintendent Vince
Clark just to mention a few.
They are so accommodat-
ing and they genuinely
care about our community.
We are blessed to have
them.

Since my family moved
here we have made what
we hope to be life-long
friends. I love walking
down the sidewalk and
Junior honking his horn at
me. I enjoy going into the
barber shop and talking
football on Fridays with
Mike and Stoner. My son
has talked about wanting to
move back here after col-

lege and raise his family
here.  At the end of the
day, I believe what Scrip-
ture says: Psalm 37:23,
“The steps of a good man
are ordered by the Lord...."
The Lord could be done
with us here in Crittenden
County tomorrow and
move us on, but I hope not.
I want to see the kids at
church grow up, get mar-
ried and have babies. At
the end of the day, I want
to serve the Lord here in
this community until he
calls me home. 
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It is my pleasure to 
provide this update once 
again for the citizens of 
Crittenden County re-
garding several items of 
business within your 
county government. 

As I sit down to provide 
this update, I know that 
it has been quite some 
time since my last in-
stallment. I apologize 
greatly for the delay in 
getting an update out to 
you. Given the fact that it 
has been such a long 
time, I have several ongo-
ing projects from which 
to share information, and 
I will attempt to provide a 
condensed version. Due 
to this fact, you may have 
further questions and I 
would simply ask that 
you call, email, visit the 
office, or stop me on the 
street at some point for 
further clarification if 
needed. 

It seems impossible 
that we have endured the 
most threatening health 
crisis in our lifetimes 
over the past two years. 
COVID has and con-
tinues to create many is-
sues related to the way 
we live our lives. We have 
seen attempts to place 
government mandates on 
us at a personal level, 
through our employers, 
and by affiliation defini-
tion regarding status as a 
governmental entity or 
contractor. No matter 
one’s opinion regarding 
the attempted and some-
times successful man-
dates, this virus 
continues to be a prob-
lem and will be for some 
time. I encourage every-
one to research options 
available for protection 
and make informed deci-
sions based on the fac-
tual data now available. I 
thank all our health care 
professionals, facilities 
and health department 
for the tremendous 
number of resources and 
amount of energy they 
have made available to 
our community during 
this pandemic. 

In my most recent jour-
nal to the public, I men-
tioned two facilities that 

had been made available 
to our county through 
donations.  
Community buildings 

The old Marion Chris-
tian Church building is 
thriving as a counseling 
facility tasked with pro-
viding much needed help 
for those in our com-
munity with a host of de-
pendency-related issues. 
Most of the work done 
there is achieved through 
dedicated volunteers of 
time, talent and funding. 
The other property men-
tioned in my most recent 
journal to the public was 
the agreement with the 
State of Kentucky and 
Department of the Army 
to lease the old armory. 
Since that time, the 
county has been awarded 
the deed to that entire 
property and has begun 
the transformation of it 
into a community and 
recreation facility, while 
tying in the grounds to 
Marion’s City-County 
Park and Victory Gar-
dens property. The effort 
is spearheaded by a 
group of volunteers rep-
resenting various com-
munity groups and 
interests.  

We have already moved 
the Adult Education pro-
gram there as a per-
manent home that is now 
more accessible by those 
most in need of their 
services. The high school 
baseball and softball 
teams are utilizing the 
old drill hall area as a 
winter practice facility. 
The school system has 
installed Wi-Fi routers to 
make available internet 
access for those students 
needing access for virtual 
learning.  

Lastly, the facility has 
partnered with Inside 
Out Archers of Kentucky 
youth archery club, ex-
panding opportunities for 
our young citizens to 
have another winter op-
tion for staying active in 
a supervised and struc-
tured program. This pro-
gram is also led by a 
dedicated group of vol-
unteer coaches that 
benefit kids with a safe 

and competitive sport 
that can result in schol-
arship opportunities after 
they graduate 
high school. 

Other changes 
forthcoming will 
be the relocation 
of county offices 
to the Ed-Tech 
building. The 
county has 
awarded a con-
tract for the ren-
ovation and 
addition to that 
building that will 
house the County 
Judge-Executive’s 
office, County 
Clerk, County 
Sheriff’s office 
and the PVA. This 
move has been 
necessitated by the pend-
ing demolition of our cur-
rent courthouse and 
subsequent construction 
of a new judicial facility 
on the current court-
house lot. 
Countywide internet 

Countywide internet 
service continues to be 
an effort of focus. At this 
time our best option is 
for the plan Kenergy has 
proposed to the PSC of 
Kentucky regarding the 
provision of internet serv-
ices to their entire area of 
coverage.  

There have been many 
obstacles to this effort 
and many of those are 
coming from an associa-
tion called the Kentucky 
Broadband and Com-
munications Association 
(KBCA). Currently the 
KBCA has filed doc-
uments asking the PSC 
to consider not approving 
the Kenergy plan based 
on the fact members of 
the KBCA provide serv-
ices in the Kenergy serv-
ice areas and those 
members have invested 
considerable funds for 
the purposes of providing 
internet services.  

Research indicates 
most investments made 
has actually been the re-
sult of funds awarded 
these members through 
Connect America Grants 
and other public funding 
options provided by the 

USDA. Anyone that may 
be compelled to do so can 
provide comment on this 

case with the 
PSC by sub-
mitting a com-
ment by email 
to psc.com-
ment@ky.gov. 
You must in-
clude the case 
number 2021-
00365 within 
the subject line 
of the email 
and provide 
your full name 
and place of 
residence in 
the body of the 
email. You may 
also mail the 
PSC with com-
ments regard-

ing the Kenergy plan to 
Kentucky Public Service 
Commission P.O. Box 
615 Frankfort, KY 
40602, including the 
same case number and 
your name and ad-
dress/place of residence 
in the body of the letter 
being submitted. This is 
our best hope for anyone 
who wishes to have an 
affordable option for 
quality high speed inter-
net service.  

Kenergy’s plan is to 
provide a planned 
100mbs upload and 
download speeds to every 
Kenergy customer in 
their coverage area. I en-
courage everyone that 
can to please provide 
public comment to the 
PSC regarding the Ken-
ergy plan and stress the 
importance of approval of 
the plan to our area. If 
members of the KBCA 
wanted to provide service 
in the Kenergy coverage 
area they would have al-
ready done so. However, 
the only major coverages 
provided are in Daviess 
County/Owensboro and 
Henderson County/Hen-
derson. It is obvious to 
me, as well as all of my 
colleagues within the 
Kenergy coverage area, 
that KBCA is only inter-
ested in highly populated 
areas that are “easy” to 
serve. Make sure PSC re-
alizes we count too, re-

spond as soon as you 
possibly can. 
Election 

As I close, I want to 
talk about the upcoming 
elections for local and 
state officials. I encour-
age each of you to take 
opportunities to learn 
about each candidate 
and make informed 
choices before voting. I 
will be conducting “get to 
know your candidates” 
meetings throughout the 
county as I have done 
each year that I have had 
the privilege to serve this 
county as your chief 
elected official. Each can-
didate for every office will 
be invited to attend these 
community meetings 
that will be open to the 
public and share their 
goals and vision. We will 
be in the 
Dycusburg/Frances 
area, Mattoon, Shady 
Grove, Tolu and Marion. 
These meetings will pro-
vide an opportunity for 
each candidate that 
wishes to participate to 
share their plans if 
elected to their respective 
offices and allow you an 
opportunity to ask ques-
tions of all candidates. 
Please remember the 
best vote is an informed 
vote, so I encourage as 
many as possible to at-
tend one or all of these 
meetings that are for 
your benefit. 

I know there are many 
more things I could 
touch on with respect to 
county business, but due 
to my respect for the 
space in which The Press 
provides for me to pub-
lish these updates, I will 
close for now. As always, 
if you have any issue or 
concern regarding your 
county government, 
please contact me at your 
convenience. You will 
find I am available in the 
office most any time dur-
ing business hours either 
by appointment or drop 
in. You can email or call 
me, or just catch me in 
the street or at a com-
munity function when 
you see me. I will always 
do everything I possibly 

can to address your con-
cerns or issues and ex-
plain the why’s, how’s, or 
who’s as best I can. We 
have a great deal of work 
going on that will change 
the landscape of our 
community for the next 
several generations, and 
I encourage you all to be 
a part of that change, get 
involved in a place that 
fits your interests or con-
cerns. We are always 
looking for folks that 
wish to be involved and 
provide their talents and 
gifts to the many areas of 
engagement we have 
available at any given 
time. I appreciate the op-
portunity you provide me 
to represent our com-
munity and I look for-
ward toomany more great 
things to come during 
the months ahead.  
Local news sources 

My final comment is to 
encourage you all to sub-
scribe to our local news-
paper and listen to our 
local radio station. These 
local media partners 
work hard to ensure you 
are up to date and in-
formed of what is going 
on in your community. 
By law all public busi-
ness of the county must 
be advertised or printed 
in the local newspaper 
with the highest circula-
tion. The local paper is 
the only resource you 
have at your disposal to 
read about the things 
that directly impact you 
as a citizen of this com-
munity. I hear comments 
all the time from folks 
that didn’t know some-
thing about an opportu-
nity or a change and all I 
can say is “it was in the 
paper.” Subscribe today. 
Support our radio station 
by advertising today. Our 
local media partners care 
and provide service no 
other outlets can. 

Perry Newcom has 
served as Crittenden 
County Judge-Executive 
since 2011 and can be 
reached at (270) 965-
5251 or by email at 
perry.newcom@critten-
dencountyky.org. 

Buildings, internet top judge’s agenda 

Perry
NEWCOM
Crittenden County
Judge-Executive

Judge’s
Journal
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Crittenden County 
Economic Development 
Corporation (CCEDC), 
founded in 1995, has 
been proactively refocus-
ing its energy and re-
sources for the last four 
years.  In 2018, Crit-
tenden County had the 
opportunity to become a 
part of the Lake Barkley 
Partnership, a three 
county economic devel-
opment alliance. The 
Partnership became a 
four-county group when 
Livingston County joined 
Caldwell, Crittenden and 
Lyon counties in 2020.   

The CCEDC provides 
our county’s membership 
in the Partnership.  We 
believe that the potential 
return on our resources 
is greatest with our in-
volvement in this re-
gional organization.  The 
Partnership gives our 
community representa-
tion and service by a full-
time, highly qualified 

economic development 
professional, Amanda 
Davenport.  CCEDC had 
been without 
even a part-time 
economic devel-
opment profes-
sional since late 
2014, until join-
ing the Partner-
ship.   

D a v e n p o r t 
works with our 
local industries, 
e m p l o y e r s , 
schools and 
other com-
munity organi-
zations as well 
as those in the 
other three 
m e m b e r 
counties. She 
helps them co-
ordinate partnerships 
and resources, overcome 
challenges and capitalize 
on opportunities, such as 
efficiencies, expansion, 
funding and workforce 
development and recruit-

ment.  She also works 
with perspective indus-
tries and employers, 

which includes 
marketing the 
remaining prop-
erty in Industrial 
Park North.  
CCEDC owns 
the 20 acres at 
the end of the 
cul-de-sac of the 
state maintained 
and owned high-
way known lo-
cally as Pippi 
Hardin Boule-
vard (off of U.S. 
60 East just 
north of Marion).  
This highly de-
sirable tract of 
land is level, 
clear, at the 

highest elevation in the 
park and surveyed, so it 
can be easily subdivided 
based on the needs of a 
prospective industry or 
employer. 

Advocacy for Crit-

tenden County at the 
state level is another key 
component of CCEDC’s 
efforts.  In fact, a group of 
CCEDC representatives 
is headed to Frankfort 
this week to meet with 
legislators as well as var-
ious state cabinets and 
departments, including 
Economic Development, 
Education and Workforce 
Development and Trans-
portation.  Topics of con-
versation will include 
economic development 
initiatives, apprentice-
ships, Cave-in-Rock 
Ferry funding and com-
pletion of the new U.S. 
641 project to connect 
Fredonia and Eddyville. 

Facilitating the trans-
fer of the former highway 
maintenance garage 
property from the state to 
Crittenden County 
Schools has been 
another CCEDC initia-
tive.  This transfer was 
originally contemplated 

in 2007, if not earlier.  
This will get the schools 
one step closer to a new 
high school and ex-
panded opportunities for 
students on that cam-
pus. 

CCEDC has worked 
over the last several 
years to reduce our debt 
with the state, which was 
used to purchase Indus-
trial Park North. One way 
that we have reduced it is 
by selling those acres in 
the park that were not 
conducive for devel-
opment in the last year.  
We have also worked 
with Crittenden County 
and the City of Marion to 
transition the Ed-Tech 
Center to the county for 
their offices.  This action 
has allowed CCEDC to 

redirect the lion’s share 
of our annual budget 
from maintaining and 
managing this facility to 
honoring our com-
munity’s investment in 
the Lake Barkley Part-
nership. 

CCEDC is investor-
funded, led by a vol-
unteer board of local and 
regional business, indus-
try, education, govern-
ment and community 
leaders with voting 
members appointed or 
elected from our inves-
tors.  CCEDC is always 
looking for additional in-
vestor partners. If you 
would like to discuss 
joining our efforts, feel 
free to contact me.

CCEDC strategically focused, streamlined 
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February is a time for 
planning in the City of 
Marion. This month we 
start to consider the end 
of one fiscal year and the 
beginning of another.  
This is a time when we 
look back for successes 
and note new or pro-
longed challenges. In 
some cases, a project or 
situation may have 
mixed results.  Over the 
past 25 months we have 
faced a tremendous de-
gree of hardship in trying 
to keep staff healthy, re-
spond to supply short-
ages and manage 
increased costs due to in-
flation.  As a small com-
munity we have faced 
these challenges together 
and been steadfast in our 
resolve.  So today, I want 
to honor the accomplish-
ments and the changes 
which have moved the 
City of Marion forward or 
helped solve a challeng-
ing problem over the past 
year. 
Street Improvements 

During the fall of 2021 
the city contracted with a 
local vendor to overlay, or 
pave, 8,000 feet of city 
streets costing roughly 
$130,000. This was on 
top of another 12,000 
feet of paving that was 
overlayed the previous 
year. The city is limited 
by the mechanism for 
funding street and alley 
projects.  Currently our 
portion of the Mutual Aid 
from the State of Ken-
tucky is $60,000 an-
nually.  As these past few 
years indicate, the city 
remains committed to 
making each dollar go as 
far as possible. 
Fire Department 

Continuing a project 
started in late 2019, the 
city purchased a replace-
ment turnout truck.  
After delays related to 
COVID-19, outfitting the 
truck was complete al-
lowing it to enter service 
last October. Ad-

ditionally, the depart-
ment has received a 
grant from the State of 
Kentucky for the pur-
chase of a new Thermal 
Imaging Camera.  
Sidewalk Improvements 

By mid-2021, the city 
was able to put the final 
touches on improve-
ments to the sidewalk 
stretching from the Crit-
tenden County Library 
down West Carlisle Street 
to Main Street.  The proj-
ect allowed for ADA ac-
cess to vital portions of 
our community while uti-
lizing roughly $200,000 
in state grants in ad-
dition to cost-matching 
support from Farmers 
Bank & Trust Company. 
Police Computers 

In an effort to improve 
safety and effectiveness, 
the City of Marion Police 
fleet was outfitted with 
on-board computers. 
This allows the depart-
ment to be ready to meet 
the state’s mandate to 
achieve a paperless court 
system.  Additionally, it 
offers each officer up-to-
date access to infor-
mation in the field.  The 
project cost roughly 
$30,000 to complete and 
partially included use of 
ABC funds. 
Sewer Plant  

Last year, the city 
broke ground on a 
roughly $11 million san-
itary sewer plant.  This is 
definitely one of the big-
gest challenges we have 
faced in recent years, 
being under an admin-
istrative order by the 
State of Kentucky to re-
place our aging sewer 
plant infrastructure. The 
new plant will assure the 
community’s waste is 
treated properly before 
returning it to the 
streams and rivers of the 
surrounding area. 
Sewer Lines 

As the fiscal year 
started, the city com-
pleted a roughly $3 mil-

lion improvement project 
to the underground 
mains which run 
beneath the city, 
ferrying sanitary 
waste to the 
sewer plant.  
Many of the lines 
in our community 
were original to 
the time these 
portions of town 
were platted, an 
infrastructure re-
ality common in 
small town Amer-
ica.  As part of ad-
dressing the State 
of Kentucky Ad-
m i n i s t r a t i v e 
Order, the city re-
placed or slip-
lined over 25 
percent of the lines while 
improving aging man-
holes. 

Both sewer projects in-
cluded interest rate hard-
ship and debt forgiveness 
by the Kentucky Infras-
tructure Authority which 
is primarily funding the 
project.  Additionally, the 
city has received roughly 
$1 million in grants from 
various federal, state, 
and county organizations 
with more than $2 mil-
lion in outstanding grant 
applications awaiting dis-
position. 
Water System  

In fall of 2021, the city 
installed a master meter 
on the force main be-
tween the water plant 
and the supply towers. 
This meter will allow the 
city to better understand 
and manage water loss 
by providing accurate 
data on volume produced 
in comparison to volume 
billed.  This project sig-
nals an increasing at-
tempt to plan smarter 
and react more efficiently 
with projects of this 

scope. 
Fire Hydrant Program 

As in most 
older com-
munities, there 
will always 
exist a need to 
repair and re-
place aging in-
frastructure. 
Over the last 
few years there 
have been ef-
forts to replace 
poorly func-
tioning fire hy-
drants while 
rehabilitating 
others. Cost 
can be prohibi-
tive, but suc-
cess with oil 
t r e a t m e n t s 

have allowed hydrants 
once marked for replace-
ment to become servicea-
ble. Each hydrant saved 
in this manner avoids 
$4,000 to $8,000 in re-
placement costs.   
City/County 911 

When I became mayor, 
the city was facing an-
nual deficits in providing 
911 services throughout 
the greater Crittenden 
County region. Without 
question, 911 service is 
critical. The need to ad-
dress this issue was clear 
not only for the city, but 
for other local govern-
ment agencies as well. To 
improve the future qual-
ity and stability of this 
service, we partnered 
with Crittenden County 
and over the period of 
multiple years reached 
an arrangement to estab-
lish a joint board respon-
sible for the management 
of operations. In the pro-
cess, we placed the or-
ganization in a position 
to respond to technologi-
cal and training advance-
ments while assuring a 

safe and personalized 
service for residents. 

Looking to the re-
mainder of the year, the 
City plans to begin or fi-
nalize these improve-
ments: 

•Water System Im-
provements  

Possibly continuing 
into 2023, the city is 
working on a partnership 
with Kentucky Rural 
Water to identify and 
eliminate leaks primarily 
identified from the mains 
to the customer meters.  
This will serve to reduce 
the waste of purified 
water in addition to sav-
ing public funds. 
Police Vehicles 

The city will receive a 
new police truck during 
the last quarter of the 
year. The truck will re-
place an existing patrol 
car which has exceeded 
its life expectancy. As 
part of the overall re-
placement program at 
the city, the truck will be 
incorporated into other 
departments once its use 
as a patrol vehicle has 
ended. This program 
saves the community 
roughly $3,000 a year or 
the cost of a replacement 
vehicle every decade.  In 
an effort to save further 
local dollars, the city is 
utilizing access to Ken-

tucky State Bids to as-
sure the best value for 
price. 
Maintenance Vehicle 

It has been a long time 
since the Maintenance 
Department replaced 
part of its fleet. While 
plans are now in place to 
cycle vehicles out as I 
mentioned above, the 
current need in this de-
partment is too great to 
ignore. In order to im-
prove the reliability of 
our fleet day to day as 
well as during inclement 
weather, the city has 
taken steps to purchase 
a new truck through 
Kentucky State Bids. 

This list is not meant to 
be all inclusive, but to 
update the community 
on some note-worthy ac-
tivities happening 
throughout the 2021-22 
fiscal year. I think we can 
all agree that last year 
was not typical consid-
ering the challenges of 
the ongoing pandemic.  
Please continue to stay 
safe. 

Jared Byford was ap-
pointed to fill the unex-
pired term of former 
Marion Mayor Mickey Al-
exander in 2017 and was 
elected to his first full 
term in 2018. The posi-
tion of mayor will be on 
the ballot this November.

Changes beneficial for Marion residents

STAFF REPORT 
Aaron and Victoria 

Blaine thought the dona-
tion of a couple cases of 
bottled water would 
quench their thirst for 
assisting Dawson 
Springs tornado victims. 
Turns out it was a drop 
in the bucket. 

The Dec. 10, 2021 tor-
nado that cut a path 
through Mayfield, Hop-
kins County and Bowling 
Green had a profound ef-
fect on the Blaines, Mar-
ion residents whose 
ministry had been con-
tained to a small circle in 
their Mattoon church. 

After putting their jobs 
on pause and living in a 
camper in Dawson 
Springs for a month, they 
returned home and 
brought a displaced 
Dawson Springs family 
with them. What began 
as a minor donation of 
water now involves co-
ordinating volunteer con-
tractors and donated 
material to help the 

family establish per-
manent residency in 
Marion.  

Concrete will be 
poured this week and 
construction is expected 
to take as little as six 
weeks for their new home 
on East Depot Street in 
Marion. 

“ Y o u 
t h i n k 
y o u ’ r e 
going to 
help them, 
but we are 
the ones 
who got 
help out of 
all this – 
we have a 
new vision, 
new boldness for God, 
and I’m so grateful we 
took time and went over 
there and are still in-
volved in it,” said Blaine, 
youth pastor at Repton 
Baptist Church. 

Through his job at 
Marion True Value and 
relationships with sev-
eral churches in the re-

gion, Blaine connected 
with investors, contrac-
tors, insurance agents 
and lumber and metal 
vendors. A group of men 
from Crittenden, Trigg 
and Hopkins counties’ 
Amish communities have 
pre-fabricated walls with 
donated lumber and are 
donating their labor to 
get the working mother of 
four from Dawson 
Springs into a new home. 

She already has a job in 
Marion and her children 
are enrolled in school 
here. 

“People have just 
poured into us,” Blaine 
said. “The goodness of 
people has been abso-
lutely amazing.” 

Sharing the philosophy 
of Habitat for Humanity, 
Blaine said the construc-
tion project is not a hand 
out, but a hand up. 

Blaine insists there is 
no value in free, so the 
new home planned in 
Marion will not be en-
tirely free.  

“She will get a 
$60,000-$70,000 home 
for about $10,000. She 
will still have a mort-
gage,” Blaine explains. 

Marion Mayor Jared 
Byford is assessing op-
tions to work with Blaine 
and his group of vol-
unteers to utilize city-
owned property for 
additional home-building 
projects.  

Byford said several 
properties currently 
being reviewed by the 
code enforcement com-
mittee for serious neg-
lect, might be favorable 
for projects such as 
Blaine’s. He said he is 
willing to look deeper into 
how the city can partner 
with families and facili-
tate transfer of some of 
that property from pri-
vate parties wishing to 
assist others in need. 

“There are a lot of 
people in town willing 
help us get more lots to 
build homes on, and this 
would bring property 
values up,” Blaine said. 
“There are lots the city 
owns with condemned 
houses on them that they 
can’t afford to tear down, 
but we can. We can build 
$60,000-70,000 homes 
and help the city in the 
long run by bringing in 
viable people who can 
work here.” 

Four additional homes 
are planned in Hopkins 
County. 

“So many people have 
been instrumental and 
just stepped up and have 
been the hands and feet 
of Jesus,” said Blaine, a 
Providence native. 

“Electricians are will-
ing to donate time as well 
as plumbers… the mov-
ing parts of this are just 
insane when you really 
put it into scope, but God 
in middle of everything.” 

 

Tornado relief includes new Marion home

Blaine

Trusses are on site for a home to be constructed at the 
corner of East Depot and Clark streets. 
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Soon the 20-year-old Marion Ed-Tech Center will be-
come home to county government offices. If renovation
and expansion stays on schedule, the county clerk,
sheriff, PVA and judge-executive are moving out of the
downtown courthouse later this year.

Marion’s aged sewer plant at the corner of Sturgis Road
and Adams Street on the northeast side of town is out
of compliance with state regulations and is being re-
placed with a new waste water treatment plant across
the highway.

Work is progressing on the new City of Marion waste
water treatment plan, which is being built in Industrial
Park North on Pippi Hardin Boulevard. Construction of
the plant is costing a handsome amount and city resi-
dents are feeling the pain with rising water and sewer
bills.

Crittenden County’s Courthouse, which was opened in
1961, will soon be torn down to make way for a new
Crittenden County Justice Center.

Monuments, historical markers and the town gazebo
will be moved off of the court square during construc-
tion. The monuments will go back when the new justice
center is finished. Fate of the gazebo remains unclear
as designers say there may not be room for it.

This architect’s rendering shows the tentative design
of what will be the new courthouse in downtown Mar-
ion. Only the judicial system will occupy the new build-
ing. County offices will be moved to the Marion Ed-Tech
Center on the south side of Marion.

Audubon Area Head Start is building a modern facility
on Chapel Hill Road that will allow the early-education
program to accommodate more students and provide
greater resources.

Winds of change
Construction projects are
moving forward in Marion
STAFF REPORT
A handful of publicly-funded construction projects

are progressing in earnest, yet slower than perhaps
originally anticipated due to pandemic pressures on
materials and labor.
In addition to a multi-million-dollar new high

school being built on the Gum Street campus west of
town (see page 1A for details), there are a handful of
other public enterprises that will amount to about
$34 million in new construction in Marion.
The City of Marion is building a $13.6 million waste

water treatment plant on the northeast end of town
inside the industrial park. The current sewer plant on
the opposite side of U.S. 60 from the new construc-
tion, had been deemed outmoded by a state regula-
tory agency. Paying for the new treatment plant has
been quite a disturbing issue for Marion water and
sewer customers who have seen their rates go up and
an environmental fee tacked onto their bills. Rates
could go up again in July.
Audubon Area Head Start is building a $7.2 million

new pre-school on Chapel Hill Road. The Head Start
Program has been in Marion since 1985, but it’s never
had a permanent home. The new 16,000-square-foot
facility will provide plenty of room for growth in the
popular program that helps to ready young students
for kindergarten. Once completed, it will be able to
enroll about 84 students.
Crittenden County’s local government offices are

leaving downtown later this year to occupy the 20-
year-old Marion Ed-Tech Center, which is getting a
$1.74 million renovation and expansion. The project
ended up costing nearly 30 percent more than first
estimated. The current couthouse will be torn down
in the coming months and replaced by a new $12 mil-
lion Crittenden County Justice Center. During dem-
olition and construction, district and circuit court will
be held elsewhere in Marion. State officials are cur-
rently studying where to put temporary courtrooms.
Two sites are being considered. One is at Darben
Plaza and the other is Hometown Foods.
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Workers at the Crit-
tenden County Public Li-
brary have been busy 
over the past month up-
dating automated sys-
tems, computers and 
collections. Computers at 
CCPL are safer than ever 
with the new PC Reserva-
tion system that times 
patron sessions but also 
releases print jobs in a 
more private way. Also, 
the older Princh mobile 
printing platform has 
been replaced with the 
PrinterOn App so that 
patrons can send prints 
to the printer at CCPL 
from their devices at 
home, school or work. 
Stop by to get the printer 
app set up on your phone 
today. Copies are just 25 
cents each or 10 cents if 
you bring your own 
paper. 

Trustees are currently 
working on a new strate-
gic plan made possible by 
the American Library As-
sociation’s Libraries 
Transforming Com-
munities grant. It’s not 
too late to send input. 
Email us at info@critten-

denlibrary.org to get your 
thoughts added to the 
data being reviewed by 
Trustees. 
Checkout services 

Colder weather and 
high COVID numbers are 
seeing more people at 
home reading to pass the 
time. Although we’re see-
ing fewer people coming 
into the building due to 
pandemic concerns, we 
are checking out just as 
many print books  
through our curbside 
and Bookmobile out-
reach services. CCPL re-
ceives weekly book 
shipments of the latest 
bestsellers.  
New bestsellers 

New books received in 
the past few weeks in-
clude “Four Winds” by 
Kristin Hannah; Stuart 
Woods’ “Criminal Mis-
chief;” Robert Dugoni’s 
“The World Played 
Chess;” and “The Becom-
ing” by Nora Roberts. 
Place new books on hold 
by logging into your li-
brary card account at 
https://crittendenli-
brary.org. Click on the 

catalog link on 
the home page 
and enter your 
library card 
number and 10-
digit phone 
number in the 
upper right cor-
ner. It’s easy to 
renew and re-
serve new books 
all from the 
comfort of home. 
If you love 
eBooks, down-
load the Libby 
app and get your 
favorite best-
sellers through 
Kentucky Li-
braries Un-
bound. 
Youth programs 

In March, we are bring-
ing back popular in-per-
son programs like Lego 
Club for elementary-age 
children, trivia nights for 
adults and story hour for 
young children age birth 
to 5. Programmers are 
busy planning summer 
reading activities for all 
ages along the theme, 
“Oceans of Possibilities.” 
The summer theme this 

year is all about 
oceanography. 
The youth pro-
gram will focus 
on pirates and 
marine animals, 
teens will spend 
time reading on 
the beach, and 
adults who par-
ticipate in the li-
brary program 
will enjoy white 
star service on 
the fictional 
cruise ship, the 
SS Seas the 
Day. Quirky 
p r o g r a m s , 
reading chal-
lenges and 

prizes provided by the 
Friends of the Library 
and local businesses 
make summer reading 
fun for all ages.  
Ferry Tales tours 

Due to popular de-
mand, more Ferry Tales 
tours are being sched-
uled in 2022 so watch for 
more information in the 
coming months. You can 
call us now to add your 
name to the wait list for 
future tours. 

Like all districts across 
the Commonwealth, 
COVID-19 has continued 
to present challenges to 
the 2021-22 school year. 
Our diligence in Healthy 
at School procedures, 
however, has allowed us 
to address student and 
staff quarantines and en-
sure that learning con-
tinues in the most 
effective and efficient 
way. Despite challenges, 
our district is proud to 
celebrate some current 
successes and exciting 
plans for the future. 

Speaking of the future, 
plans are in motion for 
the eventual construc-
tion of a new high school, 
which would attach to 
Rocket Arena, providing 
our students with a 21st 
Century place of learning 
equipped with the space 
and technology they need 
to compete with high 
school students across 
the state and nation. Our 
existing WWII-era middle 
school would be demol-
ished from the front of-
fice to the wing 
connecting to the cut-
through road, with stu-
dents in grades 5-8 
moving into our existing 
high school once the new 
high school is con-
structed, allowing them 
more space and learning 
opportunities, as well. 

While the future looks 
very bright for Crittenden 
County Schools, our stu-
dents currently are con-
tinuing to excel in the 
classroom, in sports are-
nas and in ex-
tracurr icular 
activities. At 
C r i t t e n d e n 
County High 
School, we have 
a record 
number of stu-
dents enrolled 
in dual credit 
courses, allow-
ing them to earn 
college credit 
while simulta-
neously fulfill-
ing high school 
graduation re-
q u i r e m e n t s . 
More than 70 of 
our Rockets are 
taking advan-
tage of this opportunity, 
while eight juniors and 
seniors are participating 
in Madisonville Com-
munity College’s Senior 
Academy experience. 
These students complete 
all coursework either on 
campus at Madisonville 
or via interactive tele-
courses at the high 
school. Additionally, our 
partnership with the Cal-
dwell Regional Career 
Center affords juniors 
and seniors the opportu-
nity to hone their skills in 

trade areas, such as 
plumbing, welding, auto-
motive, information tech-
nology, construction  and 
healthcare. At the con-
clusion of their program, 

they are eligible 
for industry cer-
tification exams 
in these areas. 

Within our 
high school, col-
lege and career 
pathways con-
tinue to offer 
students oppor-
tunities to pre-
pare for their 
futures. In ad-
dition to our ex-
isting family and 
c o n s u m e r 
science, agricul-
ture and busi-
ness pathways, 
new additions of 
computer tech-

nology and biomedical 
pathways have given stu-
dents even more options. 
The biomedical path pro-
vides hands-on learning 
opportunities in STEM, 
while our computer tech-
nology program intro-
duces students to 21st 
Century skills essential 
to many career fields. 

In athletics, Coach 
Shannon Hodge and 
Coach Bayley McDonald 
earned 2021 regional 
coach of the year honors 
in girls’ basketball and 

volleyball, respectively. 
Our Lady Rockets bas-
ketball team and Rocket 
baseball teams earned 
the title of Regional Class 
A Champs last season, 
and expectations for 
another successful sea-
son this year are high. 

Our students continue 
to achieve beyond the 
classroom through extra-
curricular involvement. 
Our students have com-
peted and found success 
at both regional and 
state levels in clubs, in-
cluding FFA, 4-H, FCCLA 
and Beta. Through a 
partnership with the 
West Kentucky Educa-
tional Cooperative, Gear 
Up is giving middle 
school students en-
hanced exposure to 
STEM activities, 
strengthening their un-
derstanding in science, 
technology, engineering  
and mathematics. The 
addition of an Educators 
Rising club at the high 
school is helping us grow 
our own future edu-
cators, allowing them the 
opportunity to complete 
the first five classes in 
the education pathway. 

At the district level, we 
have found success in 
securing important 
grants for all students in 
our district, including a 
Happy Feet grant, allow-

ing us to meet students’ 
basic needs at home and 
an AT&T grant, which re-
sulted in the delivery of 
351 hot spots with inter-
net service to give stu-
dents access to WiFi for 
times when remote learn-
ing is necessary. Our 
FRYSC team continues to 
serve families in our dis-
trict, with more than 
7,000 contacts made 
during the last calendar 
year. From providing as-
sistance with basic living 
needs to hosting family 
engagement events, the 
FRYSC staff works tire-
lessly to level the playing 
field for all of our stu-
dents by removing bar-
riers to learning. A 
$225,000 Striving 
Readers Grant also al-
lows us to address 
reading proficiency at 
each school. 

Finally, our Rocket 
Foundation is gaining 
momentum, thanks to a 
generous donation from 
the Linda Schumann es-
tate through the Crit-
tenden County for 
Tomorrow committee. 
The $150,000 gift has 
helped us achieve our 
initial fundraising goals 
so that more college and 
career opportunities may 
be provided to our stu-
dents. (See story page 
1A.) Other initiatives to 

grow our foundation in-
clude our Rocket Busi-
ness Partner of the 
Month; the sale of legacy 
plaques, which honor 
graduates’ accomplish-
ments and are being per-
manently displayed in 
Rocket Arena; and dona-
tions from individuals 
with a desire to fund 
learning opportunities for 
all students in their pur-
suit of college and career 
success. 

It’s an exciting time to 
be a Rocket, and the fu-
ture looks even more 
promising. As we con-
tinue to meet students 
where they are in a rap-
idly changing environ-
ment, we are thankful for 
an exceptional staff at 
every turn, equipped to 
meet students’ academic 
and social-emotional 
needs. Our mission to 
empower and engage 
every student every day 
is a team effort and one 
in which we take great 
pride. 

Vince Clark has been 
superintendent of Crit-
tenden County Schools 
since 2014. He recently 
announced his retire-
ment when his contract 
ends June 30. 

Library offers new titles, tours 
February activities include book clubs for youth, adults 

Early Learning activity 
kits, make and take craft 
kits and passive activ-
ities are available weekly 
at CCPL. Check in regu-
larly to pick up activities 
for kids, teens and 
adults who may be 
stuck at home due to 
quarantines or NTI days. 

Feb. 3-24 – Surplus 
Sale in the Library meet-
ing room. Pick up a bid 
packet and view items in 
the library through Feb. 
24. Sealed bids are due 
by 5 p.m., Feb. 24 at the 
library circulation desk. 
Winning bidders must 
remove items by March 
4. 

Feb. 21 Library Closed 
for President’s Day. 
Workers will be complet-
ing mandatory safety 

training and learning 
about new services to 
better serve patrons at 
the annual staff in-ser-
vice training day. 

Feb. 24 – Brown Bag 
Book Club. Join Brandie 
in the library meeting 
room for a discussion 
about the murder mys-
tery selection, “Aunti 
Poldi and the Sicilian 
Lions,” by Mario Gior-
dano. Bring your lunch 
and we’ll provide coffee 
and dessert. 

Feb. 28 – CCPL Kids 
Book Club. Join Melissa 
for this new monthly 
book club as she dis-
cusses the book “Max 
and the Midknights,” by 
Lincoln Pierce in the li-
brary meeting room with 
youth ages 8-12. 

February library events

District, students excel despite COVID hurdles

Senate talks pre-K, death notices
Submitted by Sen. Jason 
Howell 

The Senate has offi-
cially begun the thor-
ough process of 
reviewing the Governor’s 
and State House of Rep-
resentatives’ budget pro-
posals.  

I will keep you in-
formed in the weeks 
ahead on significant 
budget developments 
from the Senate. Know 
that we are combing 
through both documents 
to develop one that is 
both fiscally sound and 
takes care of Kentucky 
residents across the 
Commonwealth. 

Legislative measures 
passing in the Senate 
this past week include: 

SB 60 maximizes edu-
cation funds and services 
for as many at-risk four 
year olds as possible by 
making the commis-
sioner of education a me-
diator between school 
district superintendents 
and local Head Start di-
rectors to determine 
when a local Head Start 
program has maximized 
the number of children it 
can serve. This important 
determination is needed 
so that local school dis-
tricts can certify the need 
for a preschool program; 

the preschool program is 
then eligible for ad-
ditional grant funding, 
ultimately serving more 
children. 

SB 61 was a cleanup 
bill that enjoyed unani-
mous support. It mod-
ernizes statutory 
requirements for early 
high school graduation 
by eliminating the re-
quirement for bench-
marks on end-of-course 
exams and references to 
scoring benchmarks on 
the ACT. It also updates 
early high school gradu-
ation requirements and 
future revisions to be es-
tablished through ad-
ministrative regulations 
made by the Kentucky 
Board of Education. 

SB 66, also known as 
‘Nathan’s Law,’ takes the 
necessary step to give 
greater consideration to 
the grieving process of 
families by implementing 
requirements on how the 
news of a loved one’s 
death must be delivered. 
It requires coroners and 
deputy coroners, within 
three years of assuming 
office, to complete a 
minimum four-hour 
course that includes in-
struction of the grieving 
process and best prac-
tices for providing death 

notice to a spouse or next 
of kin. The bill also stip-
ulates that news of the 
death must be delivered 
verbally and respectfully 
and requires a follow up 
with the family member 
within 48 hours. Ad-
ditionally, the bill would 
require emergency re-
sponders to be on 
standby. 

SB 64 allows public 
safety agencies to estab-
lish a peer support coun-
seling program. This 
enables those within the 
same field to use per-
sonal experiences to help 
colleagues deal with 
post-traumatic stress 
disorder. The bill will in-
clude emergency dis-
patchers, often the first 
line of communication for 
individuals in crisis, dis-
tress or trauma, as well 
as other first responders.  

SB 94 expands the 
Work Ready Kentucky 
Scholarships to Ken-
tucky students with spe-
cial needs. All of these 
bills are now under 
House consideration, 
and we are hopeful they 
pass them quickly so 
that residents may reap 
the benefits of these im-
portant pieces of legisla-
tion. 

Our session remains 

focused on children, edu-
cation and our changing 
workforce to improve the 
lives of Kentucky res-
idents no matter where 
you live.  

Senator Jason Howell (R- 
Murray) represents the 1st 
District, which includes Cal-
loway, Crittenden, Fulton, 
Graves, Hickman, Lyon, and 
Trigg counties.



for sale
5x6 round hay bales for 
sale, barn kept, $45/roll, can 
be delivered. Call or text 
(270) 704-1475. (3t-7-p)

wanted
Caregiver needed for over-
night shift, 8 hours, Mon.-
Thurs., must be vaccinated, 
starting pay $15. (270) 969-
8130 or (270) 704-3244. 
(3t-7-p)

for rent
RTO: Lease 3 BR, 1 bath, 
central heat, needs interior 
finish work. New metal roof, 
$550 per month, down pay-
ment negotiable. (270) 704-
3234. (6-tfc) je
2 BR duplex in Marion, 
stove and refrigerator in-
cluded; washer/dryer hook-
up; $425/month plus depos-
it. No pets. (270) 704-0225 
after 4 p.m. (2t-6-p)

employment 
The Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seek-
ing employees. We offer a 
competitive salary, benefits 
package and advancement 
opportunities.  NEW!  Now 
offering a $15 minimum 
wage! MTC is an equal op-
portunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran. 
To view current openings 
and qualifications and to ap-
ply, please visit our website: 
www.mtctjobs.com  “Build-
ing Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day”  (4t-8-p)
Reliable workers needed! 
Full-time, 1st & 2nd shift 
positions available now!  
Strong Solid Company with 
a Bright Future! Good start-
ing wage $12 & up based 
on skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 60 
West, Marion KY or email 
resume to hmaloney@liber-
tytire.com. Call for more info 
270-965-3613. Equal Op-
portunity Employer.  (6-tfc)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 724-
4672, Joe Mattingly Con-
crete Construction. (12t-8-p)

notice 
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), The 
Sturgis News, The (Princ-
eton) Times Leader, The 
(Providence) Journal-En-
terprise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madison-

ville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more information, 
contact the classified de-
partment at (270) 965-3191 
or email us at advertising@
the-press.com.

legal notices
The Defendant, Joshua 
Phelps, is hereby notified 
that on March 22, 2021, 
Plaintiff, Fischer & Van 
Thiel, LLP filed a Complaint 
for breach of contract, and 
common counts in San Di-
ego Superior Court of North 
County, 325 S. Melrose Dr. 
Vista, CA 92081 (Case No. 
37-2021-00012716-CL-BC-
NC) seeking a judgment 
for costs of suit, for such 
relief as is fair, just, and eq-
uitable; and for damages of 
$24,626.62 by Defendant. 

COURT DATES
CIVIL CASE MANAGE-
MENT CONFERENCE: 
January 14, 2022 at 9:00 
a.m. Dept. N-31. In the 
event the Defendant fails 
to respond to the Compli-
ant within 30 days after this 
publication of this Notice, 
the Court may proceed to 
enter a Default Judgment 
and grant the relief request-
ed by the Plaintiff. A letter, 
phone, or court appearance 
call will not protect you. The 
attorney representing the 
Plaintiff is Michael A. Fisch-
er, Fischer & Van Thiel, 
LLP 2424 Vista Way, Suite 
200, Oceanside, CA 92054; 
phone (760) 722-7646. 
(4t-6-p)

COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY

CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 
COURT

CIVIL ACTION 20-CI-00054
U.S. BANK NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION, AS
TRUSTEE, FOR MANU-
FACTURED HOUSING
CONTRACT SENIOR/
SUBORDINATE PASS-

THROUGH
CERTIFICATE TRUST 

2001-2 
PLAINTIFF

VS.
BETTY STONE AKA BET-

TY L. STONE
LEROY STONE 

UNKNOWN OCCUPANT, 
IF ANY

CITIFINANCIAL SERVIC-
ING LLC SBMT 
CITIFINANCIAL

CITY OF MARION
MIDLAND FUNDING LLC
COUNTY OF CRITTEN-

DEN
DEFENDANTS

NOTICE OF SALE
By virtue of a Judgment and 
Order of Sale rendered by 
the Crittenden Circuit Court 
on the December 29, 2021, 
I will on Thursday, February 
17, 2022 beginning at the 
hour of 10:00 A.M. in the 
City of Marion, Crittenden 
County, Kentucky, proceed 
to offer for sale to the high-
est and best bidder the fol-
lowing described real prop-
erty located in Crittenden 
County, Kentucky, to-wit:
Property Address: 429 W. 
Bellville Street, Marion, Ken-
tucky 42064
Parcel No.: 058-20-01-
016.00
Subject to all restrictions, 
conditions, covenants and 
to all legal highways and 
easements.
THE DESCRIPTION OF 
THE PROPERTY CON-
VEYED HEREIN WAS 
PROVIDED TO THE 
DRAFTSMAN BY THE 
PLAINTIFF AND THE 
DRAFTSMAN DOES NOT 
CERTIFY THE ACCURA-
CY OF THE SAME NOR 
ANY EXISTING EASE-
MENTS.
The current year’s property 
taxes will be paid by the pur-
chaser of the property. 
Only delinquent property 
taxes will be paid from the 
proceeds of the sale.
Purchaser may pay cash 
or said property will be sold 
upon payment of 10% de-
posit, with the balance upon 
credit of 30 days, the pur-
chaser shall execute a good 

and sufficient bond with 
approved surety thereon 
for the purchase price, the 
bond to bear interest at the 
rate of 3.75% per annum 
from the date thereof, until 
paid, and to have the force 
and effect of a judgment, 
but a lien shall be retained 
on said property to further 
secure the payment of the 
purchase price. At his op-
tion, the purchaser may pay 
cash or pay the bond with 
accrued interest at any time 
before its maturity. Said sale 
to be made free and clear 
of any and all liens, claims, 
rights, title and interest of 
any and all parties to this 
action. The purchaser will 
be prepared to promptly 
comply with these terms or 
the said property will imme-
diately be offered again for 
sale.
This the 7th day of January, 
2022.

Robert B. Frazer
MASTER

COMMISSIONER
CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 

COURT (1t-6-c)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

KENTUCKY
CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 

COURT
CIVIL ACTION 20-CI-00030
Wintrust Mortgage, a divi-
sion of Barrington Bank & 

Trust Co., N.A.
PLAINTIFF

VS.

Delonda Gail Czaplicki, 
AKA Delonda Czaplicki, 

AKA
Delonda G. Czaplicki, et al.

DEFENDANTS
NOTICE OF RE-SALE

By virtue of a Judgment and 
Order of Sale rendered by 
the Crittenden Circuit Court 
on the January 13, 2022, I 
will on Thursday, February 
17, 2022 beginning at the 
hour of 10:00 A.M. at the 
Courthouse door in the City 
of Marion, Crittenden Coun-
ty, Kentucky, proceed to 
offer for sale to the highest 
and best bidder the follow-
ing described real property 
located in Crittenden Coun-
ty, Kentucky, to-wit:
Property Address: 1381 US 
Highway 60 West, Marion, 
KY 42064
Parcel No.: 057-10-02-
006.00
Subject to all restrictions, 
conditions, covenants and 
to all legal highways and 

easements.
THE DESCRIPTION OF 
THE PROPERTY CON-
VEYED HEREIN WAS 
PROVIDED TO THE 
DRAFTSMAN BY THE 
PLAINTIFF AND THE 
DRAFTSMAN DOES NOT 
CERTIFY THE ACCURA-
CY OF THE SAME NOR 
ANY EXISTING EASE-
MENTS.
The current year’s property 
taxes will be paid by the pur-
chaser of the property. 
Only delinquent property 
taxes will be paid from the 
proceeds of the sale.
Purchaser may pay cash 
or said property will be sold 
upon payment of 10% de-
posit, wit the balance upon 
credit of 30 days, the pur-
chaser shall execute a good 
and sufficient bond with 
approved surety thereon 
for the purchase price, the 
bond to bear interest at the 
rate of 3.875% per annum 

from the date thereof, until 
paid, and to have the force 
and effect of a judgment, 
but a lien shall be retained 
on said property to further 
secure the payment of the 
purchase price. At his op-
tion, the purchaser may pay 
cash or pay the bond with 
accrued interest at any time 
before its maturity. Said sale 
to be made free and clear 
of any and all liens, claims, 
rights, title and interest of 
any and all parties to this 
action. The purchaser will 
be prepared to promptly 
comply with these terms or 
the said property will be im-
mediately be offered again 
for sale.
This the 19th day of Janu-
ary, 2022.

Robert B. Frazer
MASTER

COMMISSIONER
CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 

COURT
(1t-6-c)
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the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.



PLEDGE
Continued from page 1
she helped form in 2003.
Schumann was a 1965
graduate of Crittenden
County High School and
attended Paducah Com-
munity College before
graduating from Western
Kentucky University in
1969. Following gradua-
tion, she took a position
with the Environmental
Protection Agency in
Washington, D.C. She
later worked for the
Chicago Board of Trade
and earned a master’s of
business administration
from University of
Chicago. Schumann
completed her profes-
sional career with Cigna
Corporation in Hartford,
Conn., where she ad-
vanced to become the
highest ranking female
executive in the com-
pany. Schumann retired
in Marion in 1998.
Long time friend and

Crittenden County To-
morrow president Stuart
Collins said Schumann’s
humble contributions to
the community are a tes-
tament to her love for her
hometown. 
“Linda mentored nu-

merous people and posi-
tively influenced their
lives without calling at-
tention to herself,” said
Collins. “We are honored
to continue Linda’s work,
and we believe that in-
vesting in our commu-
nity’s most valuable
resource, our young peo-
ple, will further Linda’s
legacy of creating a
brighter tomorrow for
Crittenden County.”
Chris Cook, Crittenden

County Board of Educa-
tion chairman, said
Schumann’s gift aligns
with the school district’s
vision to create success
for its students, whatever
college or career path
they choose.
“This generous gift in

honor of Linda truly is a
game changer for our
kids, their families (pre-
sent and future), our
schools (including future
teachers and staff) and
our community.  These
resources will be invested
strategically and wisely

by empowering and
equipping our most pre-
cious resource…our kids,
who are Crittenden
County’s tomorrow.  We
will use this gift as a
springboard for our next
financial goal for the
Rocket Foundation.”
The Rocket Foundation

was formed more than a
decade ago with the pur-
pose of aiding high
school students with ex-
penses tied to post-sec-
ondary education. In
recent years the school
board has contributed to
the foundation, but it
wasn’t until mid-2020
that efforts spearheaded
by Superintendent Vince
Clark expanded the
reach and efforts of the
foundation. 
“As anyone can see, ed-

ucation has changed dra-
matically over the last
decade, and it continues
to evolve as our students
are presented with more
opportunities and path-

ways,” said Clark. “Even
in the midst of a pan-
demic, we knew that the
time was now to focus
energies on growing our
foundation, so that we
could open more doors to
students as they look to-
ward their future.”
Clark explains that the

Rocket Foundation aids
high school juniors and
seniors in a multitude of
ways, including: Cover-
ing dual credit tuition
and textbook costs for
juniors and seniors; aid-
ing with work-ready cer-
tifications through
pre-apprenticeships and
industry certifications in
auto, electrical, plumb-
ing, carpentry, health
sciences, information
technology and welding
at the Caldwell Regional
Career Center; strength-
ening career readiness in
career and technical edu-
cation pathways in bio-
medical, computer
science, agriculture,

business/marketing and
family and consumer
studies; assisting with
tuition and textbook cost
for the Senior Academy, a
partnership with Madis-
onville Community Col-
lege; and providing
scholarship opportuni-
ties to colleges, universi-
ties and trade schools.
●Furthering opportuni-

ties for OSHA certifica-
tion at the Caldwell
Regional Career Center

and EMT certification
through the Health Sci-
ence Department at
Madisonville Community
College.
There are many ways

to contribute to the foun-
dation, according to pub-
lic relations officer
Tiffany Blazina, includ-
ing payroll deduction,
one-time and recurring
donations, and two new
initiatives Blazina is
working to grow, Legacy

Plaques and the Rocket
Business Partner of the
Month program. Legacy
plaques are permanently
displayed on the walls of
Rocket Arena and feature
an individual’s gradua-
tion date and high school
activities and involve-
ment. Rocket Business
Partner of the Month
began in November to
create partnerships be-
tween the district and
local businesses.
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SCHOOL
Continued from page 1
delay.
The new high school

will allow middle school-
ers to move into the ex-
isting high school,
phasing out the 1940s-
era middle school.
The new high school,

originally projected at
about $13 million, will
include 15 classroom

spaces, science and com-
puter labs and an admin-
istrative suite. A new
football field surrounded
by an oval track also are
part of the project. The
final price tag could go
up based on inflated
costs of goods and serv-
ices. The final bid on a
county construction proj-
ect at the Marion Ed-
Tech Center ended up
coming in about 30 per-

cent higher than origi-
nally projected.
Timeline for a $1.08

million renovation of the
existing high school re-
mains on schedule. That
project by Princeton
Lumber Co., includes
renovation of two science
classrooms, restrooms on
the first and second
floors and installation of
an elevator.



STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County had

some nice offensive runs
against Hopkins Central
Tuesday, but couldn’t find a
hot hand down the stretch at
home, and let a third-quarter
lead disappear in a 59-49 loss
to the Storm.
Hopkins Central, featuring

Marcus Eaves, the seventh-
leading scorer in the state,
didn’t find is offensive rhythm
either, and Crittenden had a
chance. The Rockets trailed
by five at the break, but
Travis Champion and Preston
Morgeson tagged team for a
couple of three-pointers early
in the third period to touch
off a scoring spurt and a
four-point lead. 
However, Hopkins Central

roared back with a 10-0 run
to retake a six-point advan-
tage two minutes later.
The Rockets tried to shoot

themselves back into it after
failing behind by double dig-
its in the final period, but
missed a handful of threes
down the stretch before
falling to 10-13 on the sea-
son.
Eaves finished with just 14

points for Hopkins Central,
half his average. The Storm
improved to 10-9.

Champion led the Rockets
with 19.
Rockets fall to Lyon
Crittenden County faced

Lyon County for the final
time during the regular sea-
son and after a close first
half, bowed to the league-
leading Lyons 92-58.
The Rockets led briefly in

the first period, but Lyon de-
ployed its full-court press and
created some problems for
CCHS. The Lyons went ahead

in the second period for good
and never looked back. A 13-
8 run out of the chute in the
second half opened their lead,
and by the start of the fourth
period it was a 20-point
game.
CCHS junior Preston

Morgeson dropped six threes,
four in the first half, to keep
the game tight for a time. He
finished with 19 and Travis
Champion had 17.
Lyon’s Travis Perry scored

seven threes and finished
with 28. Jackson Shoulders
had 21 for the Lyons.
The Rockets, now 10-12

overall, fell to 2-4 in wrapping
up regular-season district
play. The Lyons went unde-
feated in district action.

Lyon County        19    42    65    92
Crittenden Co.     15    32    46    58
LYON – J.Shoulders 21, Perry 28,
B.Shoulders 6, Reddick 10, Whalin 2,
Gilbert 2, Bingham 9, Parker 2, Cissell,
Ray 2, Kirk 5, Radivonyk, Breedlove,
Burchett, Downing 5. FG 37. 3-pointers
9 (Perry 7, J.Shoulders, Downing). FT
9-18.
CRITTENDEN – Morgeson 19, Cham-
pion 17, Beverly 2, Adamson 8, Hat-
field, Crider, Davidson 2, Keller,
Derrington, Guess 2, Hutchison 3,
Sharp, Conyer 1, Yates 4, Cooksey. FG
23. 3-pointers 10 (Morgeson 6, Cham-
pion, Adamson 2, Hutchison). FT 2-5.

Hopkins Central   17    33    51    59
Crittenden Co.     19    28    42    49
HOPKINS CENTRAL – Eaves 14,
Weldon 7, Skeen 10, Belt, Morris 10,
Hooke, Hall 12, Jones 6. FG 20. 3-
pointers 5 (Eaves, Skeen 2, Jones
2). FT 14-28.
CRITTENDEN COUNTY – Morge-
son 6, Champion 19, Beverly 4,
Adamson 6, Crider, Davidson 2, Der-
rington 8, Yates, Cooksey 4. FG 18.
3-pointers 5 (Derrington 2, Adamson
2, Morgeson). FT 8-13.
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BASKETBALL 
UPCOMING GAMES
THURSDAY
Lady Rockets at Webster County
Rockets host Webster County
SATURDAY
Lady Rockets host Union Co., 4pm
Rockets host Dawson Springs, 6pm
TUESDAY
Lady Rockets Hopkins Central
Rockets host Hopkins Central
THURSDAY, Feb. 17
Lady Rockets host Hopkinsville
Rockets host Hopkinsville

FOOTBALL
Yates commits to Wesleyan
Crittenden County senior Dylan

Yates has committed
to play football at Ken-
tucky Wesleyan Col-
lege in Owensboro.
The Panthers compete
in NCAA Division II.
Yates was an four-
year starter at defen-
sive end and offensive line for the
Rockets and he’s all-time sacks
leader. He was an All-State Honor-
able Mention and All-Western Ken-
tucky Conference First Team
performer his senior year.

BASKETBALL
Murray State at No. 23
Murray State’s men’s basketball
team, which has one of the longest
winning streaks in the nation, entered
the Top 25 this week, ranked No. 23.
It’s MSU’s first Top 25 ranking since
2015. The Racers are 22-2 overall
and 12-0 in the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence. Murray hasn’t lost since falling
to now-No. 1 Auburn on Dec. 22. Its
only other loss was in November to
East Tennessee State. MSU plays at
Tennessee State Thursday and next
up is Morehead.

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunting

opportunities currently in season or
coming up: 
Raccoon hunt            Oct. 1 - Feb. 28
Squirrel                    Nov. 15 - Feb. 28
Raccoon trap           Nov. 15 - Feb. 28
Quail                        Nov. 15 - Feb. 10
Rabbit                      Nov. 15 - Feb. 10
Fox hunt/trap           Nov. 15 - Feb. 28
Canada goose         Nov. 25 - Feb. 15
Bobcat hunt             Nov. 27 - Feb. 28
Spring Youth Wild Turkey      April 2-3
Spring Wild Turkey    April 16 - May 8
Coyote                            Year Round
Groundhog                       Year Round
Turtles                              Year Round

Coyote event canceled
The annual coyote hunting contest

sponsored by Marion Tourism Com-
mission and Hodge’s Sports and Ap-
parel was iced out by bad weather
last weekend. The event will not be
rescheduled. Registration fees will be
refunded. 

Small game season out
Kentucky’s small game season for

quail and rabbits ends this week.
Thursday is the final day for hunters
to chase bunnies and birds.

UMPIRING
Paid HS umps needed 
The KHSAA Second Region is look-

ing for umpires and referees. If inter-
ested in being a paid referee or
umpire in any scholastic sport, email
matt.bell@webster.kyschools.us or
call 270-871-6956 for more informa-
tion. 

Youth league officiating
Crittenden County Dugout Club is

looking for individuals interested in
umpiring baseball and softball games
this summer at Marion-Crittenden
County Park. These are paid posi-
tions. Fore more information, contact
Lafe Riggs at (270) 564-5000.

FOLLOW THE PRESS ON TWITTER
@CrittendenPress for Alerts, Updates

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE
www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab

FOR SPORTS VIDEOS SUBSCRIBE TO OUR CHANNEL
YouTube.com/CrittendenPress

SCORING
COUNTDOWN
Current School Record
1,825

Taylor Guess
Scoring by Season
Season                  Points
Junior*                        481
Sophomore                 393
Freshman                    515
8th Grade                    298
7th Grade                     38
Taylor’s Total      1,725

*In progress

Held by Cassidy Moss

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County High School’s first

girls’ basketball team was perfect, but
the real women’s hoops pioneers didn’t
win a single game.
When the Lady Rocket basketball

team got off to an 8-0 start this season,
The Press reported that it was the best
start in school history. Mary Anne Green
Kelley, one of the players from 1974’s
CCHS basketball team, sent us a mes-
sage pointing out that her team was
even better.
With some research, it was indeed un-

covered that the 1973-74 Lady Rockets
– the very first county school basketball
team for females – started 9-0. In fact,
that’s how the team ended the season. It
played just nine games that inaugural

season, and won all of them. The team
was coached by Cindy Almendinger.
Research into the matter also uncov-

ered a long lost story about the first
girls’ team in Marion, which dates back
to 1920. The team lost all four games it
played that season. An excerpt in the
yearbook from that school year reads,
“This was the first year for the girls of
MHS to try their strength in athletics
and taking in consideration all of our
drawbacks it must be admitted that we
brought forth a good team even if it were
a losing team. Although we didn’t win a
game we felt that the basketball season
was a real success for it taught us all
how to be goods losers and to play
harder when being defeated.”

This picture was taken for the 1920 Mar-
ion High School yearbook. These are the
first students to form a girls’ high school
basketball team in the county. Pictured
are (from left) Robbie Fowler, Jessie
Elkins, Fannie Moore, Elizabeth Dollar,
Leoda McWhirter, Melba Williams, Dollie
Enoch, Marie Lowery, Evalyn Moore,
Katherine Hughes and coach George
Gumbert. 

Inside Out Archers of Kentucky, the local
bow shooting organization, held its first ever
regional shoot on Friday and Saturday at the
former National Guard Armory. Almost 200
shooters competed at the event. Ice and
snow kept some away. More than 250 had
originally registered for the shoot. Local
archers performed well. First-place finishers
were Miley Hayes in Eagle Female Bare-
bow, Emory Orr in Eagle Female Open and
Tucker Boudro in Youth Male Open. Sec-
ond-place finishers were Lucian McDowell in
Junior Eagle Pins and Madeline Ziegler in
Young Adult Female Open. McDowell also
finished third in Eagle Male Pins. Addition-
ally, Jeremiah Foster of Marion won the
Young Adult Male Open and had the event’s
overall highest score.

Lady Rocket eighth-grader Chloe Hunt looks for an outlet pass after stealing the ball against
Dawson Springs Tuesday night as Crittenden won for the 16th time this season.

Lady Rockets have hands full for 18th win
STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County’s girls

had their hands full with
McLean County Tuesday
night at Rocket Arena.
The Lady Rockets main-

tained a narrow lead most of
the basketball game, but
nearly let it slip away in the
waning moments. Crittenden
missed five straight foul shots
at one point in the final
minute, but held on to beat
McLean 50-45.
The Lady Cougars came

into the game with just seven
wins, but the scrappy bunch
kept steady defensive pres-
sure on CCHS, forcing a
number of turnovers and

showing an ability score off
the dribble.
CCHS junior scoring stal-

wart Taylor Guess got started
slowly with just two fielders
in the first half while the
Boone sisters – Natalie and
Anna – posted 19 of the
team’s 28 first-half points.
Guess made three “and-one-
baskets” in the fourth quarter
to finish with 17. Natalie
Boone led with 18 points and
Anna Boone scored 10.
Crittenden won for the 18th

time against five losses this
season, marking the 5th most
victories in school history.
Girls whitewash Dawson
Crittenden County was far

too much for Dawson Springs
Monday night at Rocket
Arena, dispatching the Lady
Panthers 52-29.
The Lady Rocket defense

held Dawson to four points in
the first half. The Panthers
had a very difficult time scor-
ing against the CCHS first-
teamers.
Everyone on the Lady

Rocket bench played and 10
girls scored. Junior Taylor
Guess led scorers with a
dozen and eighth-grader El-
liot Evans 10.  Dawson fell to
6-13 on the season.

McLean County   11     21    34     45
Crittenden County14    28    36     50

MCLEAN – Burrough 6, Rice 8, Blades
3, Patterson 12, Eaton 2, Miller 8, Frail-
ley 6, Bell. FG 16. 3-pointers 3 (Frailley,
Burrough, Blades). FT 10-15.
CRITTENDEN – Guess 17, N.Boone
18, A.Boone 10, Hatfield, Driskill 2,
Evans 3, McDaniel. FG 15. 3-pointers
5 (N.Boone 4, A.Boone). FT 13-15.

Crittenden Co.    16    32   43    52
Dawson Springs  1      4    16    29
DAWSON – Spurlin 2, Drennan 1,
Randolph 3, Back 1, Oldham 2, Harper
3, Ward 17. FG 11. 3-pointers 4 (Ran-
dolph, Harper, Ward 2). FT 3-12
CRITTENDEN – Guess 12, N.Boone
3, A.Boone 2,  Hatfield 2, Driskill 8,
Evans 10, McDaniel 9, Long 2, Hunt 2,
Holeman 2, Tapp, Federico. FG 21. 3-
pointers 4 (Guess, N.Boone, Evans,
McDaniel). FT6-8.

First CCHS girls team was undefeated

Preston Morgeson (1) scored 19, including six three-pointers
against Lyon County Monday at Rocket Arena, but it wasn’t
enough to beat the powerful Lyons.

Rockets drop two straight at home



STAFF REPORT
What’s under the hood

is seldom seen, but part
of the motor behind Crit-
tenden County’s ascen-
sion to Kentucky  high
school football achieve-
ment has been the
steady and undying help
from two longtime sup-
port staff members.
Ronnie Myers passed

away in the fall of 2020.
It’s not surprising that
he was driving home
from a football game at
Henderson County,
pulling the team’s equip-
ment trailer, when he
was mortally struck by a
heart attack. He and
bracemate Dwight
Sherer had become leg-
endary promoters and
supports of Rocket foot-
ball way before most
people knew it. However,
those associated with
CCHS were well aware of
their contributions.
“It’s an honor. I know

Ronnie would think so
too if he was here, but
it’s sad, too,” said Sherer
about accepting the hall
of fame induction with-
out Myers.
Myers began on the

Friday night film crew
during the state champi-
onship season of 1985
and Sherer joined him
the following fall. 
Best friends since first

grade, the two traveled
as teenagers to every
Rocket football game and
rarely missed a kickoff in
all the years since grad-
uating high school. They
were the best man in
each other’s wedding
and for years double
dated every Saturday
with their new brides.
Sherer’s involvement

in youth sports began
when he was 16 coach-
ing baseball at Grady
Field, several years with
Myers by his side. He
also coached the first
travel baseball team in
Crittenden County and
little league basketball.
For nearly four

decades, Myers and
Sherer were as much a
part of CCHS football as
the blue jerseys on the
backs of its players. They
became engrained into
the program and were
known as part of the
Rocket staff near and far.
“They both deserve to

be honored for their long
and genuine dedication
to the program,” said Al
Starnes, who coached
the Rocket football team
for 23 years until his re-
tirement after the 2017
season. “A good program
cannot survive without
support staff, people in
the background who re-
ally do a whole lot of
work that goes unno-
ticed a lot of times.”
In addition to making

sure quality video was
available for coaches and
players to break down
after each game, the duo
were involved in other
facets of the program,
such as fundraising and
field maintenance.
Myers had also started

a long and popular tradi-
tion of firing off a loud
fireworks blast after
every home touchdown.
He personally bankrolled
the Rocket fireworks tra-
dition, an added game
attraction for decades,
while making sure
trained personnel were
there to ignite the wick,
including his son, Dar-
rick who is now fully in
charge of the explosions.

“Ronnie also planned
and ran our fundraising
golf tournament every
year,” said Starnes. 
Darrick Myers recalls

the daily connection his
dad had to the program,
including the field at
Rocket Stadium.
“Al tried to mow it a

couple times, but he put
gas in the diesel mower
and dad told him to stay
off of it,” Myers said with
a chuckle. 
That’s when Starnes

said Ronnie came to him
and said, ‘You worry
about coaching and let
me take care of this
other stuff.’”
“For Dwight and Ron-

nie to do as much as
they did demonstrates
their true dedication to
the kids and the pro-
gram,” Starnes added.
Myers always made

Sherer the front man
when the two hosted
banquets for their youth
baseball teams. This
weekend, he will be the
front man for the duo.
“It is a big honor living

in Crittenden County all
my life, being associated
with football and little
league programs all
these years,” Sherer
said. “It wasn’t some-
thing I did or Ronnie did
with the intention of ever
having this honor be-
stowed upon us, it was
just for love of helping
Rocket sports. But this is
really a nice honor.”
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Player, Year Inducted, Sport
Andrews, Josh - 2005 - Football
Belt, Bruce - 2001 - Basketball
Beverly, David - 2007 - Football
Brasher, Don "Sucky" - 2002 - Basketball
Bridwell, Lynn "Lefty" - 2009 - Baseball
Brown, Nicky - 2009 - Basketball
Champion, Jamie - 2006 - Football
Conyer, Roy - 2001 - Football
Courtney, Gaige - 2021 - Football, Basketball
Cozart, David - 2019 - Football, Baseball, Basketball
Cozart, Spencer - 2004 - Basketball
Croft, Jimmy - 2013 - Basketball
Daniels, Markeata Brown - 2009 - Basketball
Davidson, Glen "Ace" - 2003 - Basketball
Morgan Dooms - 2015 - Basketball
Easley, Clinton - 2005 - Football
Elder, Houston "Hound" - 2001 - Football
Faith, Leonard - 2008 - Basketball
Franklin, W.A. - 2006 - Basketball
Gates, Pat - 2002 - Football
Grady, Orville "Soupy" - 1998 - Football
Gray, Vanessa - 2011 - Basketball
Green, Don - 2001 - Basketball
Hart, Brad - 2017 - Football, Basketball
Hart, George - 1998 - Basketball
Head, Frank - 1998 - Football
Hicklin, Robert "Hickie" - 2002 - Football
Highfil, Hugh - 2002 - Basketball
Hill, Tim - 2016 - Basketball, Track
Hinchee, Jeanee - 2007 - Basketball
Hodge, Denis - 2006 - Football
Hodge, Shannon Collins - 2008 - Basketball

Hopper, Jimmy - 2005 - Football
Hughes, Charles "Turkey" - 1999 - Football
Johnson, Tom - 2001 - Football
Kirk, Melissa - 2021 - Soccer
Knoth, Curtis "Gig" - 1998 - Football
Litchfield, Louis - 2007 - Basketball
Little, Dwight - 1998 - Football
Little, Ercel - 2003 - Basketball
Martin, Turner - 2012 - Basketball
Mathieu, Jessica - 2018 - Basketball
McChesney, James "Burlap" - 2003 - Football
Mills, Jim Fred - 1999 - Football
Moss, Ronnie - 2003 - Football
Moss, Ronnie - 2005 - Basketball
Mott, Chad - 2006 - Football
Mott, Dennis - 2010 - Football
Myers, Kyle - 2017 - Basketball, Football
Myers, Ronnie - 2021 - Support Staff
O’Leary, Angie Hobbs - 2019 - Basketball, Track
Ordway, Bruce - 2008 - Basketball

Perryman, Chad - 2011 - Baseball
Phillips, James - 2000 - Basketball
Rich, Joey - 2014 - Football
Rushing, Woodson "Chuck" - 1999 - Football
Shadowen, Lige - 2003 - Basketball
Sherer, Dwight - 2021 - Support Staff
Shewcraft, Jeff - 2004 - Basketball
Simmons, Ellis - 2005 - Basketball
Smith, Bennett - 1999 - Basketball
Starnes, Al - 2004 - Football
Starnes, Angela - 2018 - Track Coach
Stewart, Wompie - 2007 - Football
Summers, Von - 2014 - Football
Swisher, Bob - 2000 - Football
Tabor, Charles "Bill" - 2003 - Football
Tabor, Gerald "Hoopy" - 2000 - Basketball
Tabor, Melissa Jones - 2009 - Golf
Terry, William "Gander" - 1999 - Football
Thurman, Greg - 2002 - Basketball
Towery, Carlisle - 1998 - Basketball
Turley, Curtis - 1999 - Basketball
VanHooser, Carroll - 1998 - Football
Wheeler, Floyd "Rip" - 2010 - Baseball
Wheeler, Clark - 2019 - Track and Field
Willoughby, James - 2012 - Track
Winders, Nicky - 2019 - Basketball, Golf
Woodall, Deller E. - 1998 - Football
Woodall, Jerry - 2004 - Football
Wring, Tommy - 2002 - Basketball
1945 Marion High  Football Team - 2008
1963 CC High  Football Team - 2008
1985 CC High Football Team - 2000
1942 Marion High Football Team - 2015

Kirk, Courtney, Sherer, Myers Enshrined
Two former student-athletes and two longtime members of the athletics sup-
port staff will be enshrined in the Farmers Bank Marion-Crittenden County Ath-
letics Hall of Fame during a ceremony between basketball games Saturday at
Rocket Arena. Inducted as the 2021 Class into the Hall of Fame will be soccer
star Melissa Kirk, a 2007 graduate, and Gaige Courtney, a football and basket-
ball star, who graduated in 2009. Also, inducted will be longtime football pro-
gram supporters, the late Ronnie Myers and Dwight Sherer. The induction
ceremony will be held following the girls’ high school basketball game, which
tips off at 4 p.m. A boys’ game will follow. There will be a memory room and
come-and-go reception for the new inductees, their families, friends and former
coaches and teammates in the Rocket Arena meeting room. It will be open
from 3 p.m., until the end of the second game.

Marion-Crittenden County Hall of Fame Roll Call

STAFF REPORT
Gaige Courtney epitomizes Rocket

football perhaps as well as anyone who
ever wore the uniform. 
He’s a product of the system, was a

star in the youth league ranks and
middle school before becoming one of
the most prolific linebackers and offen-
sive players in school history. He
played four years of college football at
Kentucky State University and eventu-
ally returned home to become the 16th
head coach in Rocket football history.
Al Starnes, who coached the Rockets

for 23 seasons including all of Court-
ney’s career, said the linebacker was
one of the best he ever coached. 
“He had the size and the toughness,”

Starnes said. “And what a lot of people
might not know is that he had the work
ethic to go with it. He wanted to be the
best he could be and to be honest,
that’s not typical of a high school kid.”
Courtney led the Rockets to the

semifinals of the Class A playoffs in
2008, its second best finish in the
modern post-season system. He played
tight end, fullback and linebacker and
holds various distinctions in the CCHS
record book on both sides of the ball. 
With eye black painted on his face in

an often ghoulish manner, Courtney
was a menacing looking figure with
broad shoulders and a thick trunk. He
played defense with an attitude and re-
mains No. 4 on the Rockets’ all-time
career tackles list with 345. Of those,
177 were solos. His 24 tackles for loss
over four years rank 10th in the history
book and he’s fourth in career fumble
recoveries with seven. He holds the
record for most two-point conversions
in a career with eight, is 32nd in career
touchdowns with 16, in the top 25 all
time for receptions, receiving yards and
receiving touchdowns. His 82-yard
scoring run in 2008 against Fulton

City is the ninth
longest TD in
school history. 
He was a First-

Team All Western
Kentucky Confer-
ence selection in
2008, a four-time
pick for All WKC
and a Paducah
Sun All Purchase
Team member as
a senior. In 2008,
he was the Rock-
ets’ MVP and de-
fensive MVP as a junior and senior. 
Starnes described Courtney as a

leader on and off the field, largely
based on his actions and effort.
“He made everyone around him bet-

ter. He was not a real vocal leader, but
when he did say something it was like,
‘Oh snap, We better listen.’” 
In 2013, after a successful career as

a starter at Kentucky State, Courtney
moved into coaching. He was a gradu-
ate assistant at KSU before retiring to
western Kentucky where his first high
school position was at Webster County
where he spent two seasons. In 2018,
Courtney joined the Rocket football
coaching staff and became defensive
coordinator under former coach Sean
Thompson. He succeeded Thompson
as head coach in 2021. Since Courtney
joined the CCHS coaching staff, the
Rockets have been ranked in every sea-
son, once as high as No. 4. Crittenden
was ranked No. 9 early in Courtney’s
inaugural head coaching season.
Courtney was also a star high school

basketball player, playing in the post
for Crittenden County and averaging
double digit scoring over his career.
Courtney scored 961 points in four
season, making him No. 11 on the
Rockets’ all-time scoring list.

Courtney
In 2008

Players, supporters inducted to Hall Saturday
Speed, foot skills sent
Kirk to scoring summit
STAFF REPORT
Melissa Kirk’s mark on Lady Rocket

soccer is unmatched. Her looming
presence in the Athletics Hall of Fame
is groundbreaking because she is the
first CCHS soccer player to be elected
to the local hall of fame. 
Kirk, who graduated from Crittenden

County High School in 2007, played
soccer just a few years into the pro-
gram’s infancy. Coaches say her skills
were ahead of the time in western Ken-
tucky and Kirk racked up 105 goals
over four seasons ending in the fall of
2006.
She led the Lady Rockets to their only

two winning seasons in school history
in 2005 and 2006, scoring 40 goals as
a junior and 39 as a senior. No other
player is close to her on the all-time
scoring list. 
Kirk was an All Region and All Dis-

trict performer and the Lady Rocket
soccer team selected her as its Offen-
sive MVP three straight seasons.
“She was really quick. That was her

biggest asset. Back then hardly any-
body in this area had soccer foot skills,
but she did and she was just so much
quicker than anyone else on the field.
That combination of rare foot skills and
speed was what made her so good,”
said Kory Wheeler, a longtime assistant
coach and one of the individuals in-
strumental in starting and maintaining
a soccer program at the high school. 
The first KHSAA soccer season for

CCHS was in 2001. Longtime Critten-
den County educator Karen Nasseri
was the team’s head coach the second
and third seasons. She said Kirk was in
the soccer program since its beginning.
“Her age group was the very first set

of players who started playing soccer
here as little kids. So by the time they
were playing at the high school level,

they were starting to catch on. Some of
that was just natural, too. Melissa had
skills you just can’t teach,” said
Nasseri. 
Kirk played forward during most of

her career, but she was a very strong
midfielder, too. 
“She had a lot of assists, too. She

knew how and when to get her team-
mates the ball,” said Nasseri. 
Over her career, Kirk scored five goals

in one game and had eight assists in
another.
Her coaches also remember that Kirk

had uncanny leadership skills. She was
the player who would rally the troops
and motivate teammates during tight
contests. 
“Those girls were really close, both on

and off the field, and Melissa knew how
to pull them together,” said Nasseri.
Kirk said many of her high school

teammates started playing together
early in elementary school. They, too,
deserve recognition, she said.
“It’s really a team sport. It takes an

effort from everyone to win a game. I
just happened to have the ball some-
times.”
Kirk said she is humbled by her se-

lection to the hall of fame. “I was
shocked. It makes me blush a little,”
she explained.

Courtney ‘one of best ever’ says Starnes

Rocket contributions from Myers, Sherer
never went unnoticed by faithful followers

Melissa Kirk was a prolific soccer scorer
and team leader in the mid 2000s.

Dwight Sherer and Ronnie Myers (right) began service
on the Rocket football support staff in the mid 1980s.
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MARION POLICE activity report
Data below provided by Marion Police Department compare police activity for the month of
January 2022 to the same month in 2021. The chart also includes the previous month’s totals,
year-to-date police activity totals and a five-year monthly average.

                                                        JAN              JAN             DEC                2021           MONTHLY
CATEGORY                                  2022         2021            2021           YR TOTAL      5 YR AVG.
Miles driven/patrolled                                                            
Criminal investigations                                                        
Domestics                                                                              
Felony Arrests                                                                        
Misdemeanor arrests                                                            
Non-criminal arrests                                                              
DUI arrests                                                                             
Criminal summons served                                                      
Traffic citations                                                                       
Other citations
Traffic warnings                                                                     
Parking tickets                                                                       
Traffic accidents                                                                     
Security checks/alarms                                                         
Calls for service                                                                     

3,110
7
6
1
2
3
1
2
29
9
2
0
3
42
131

3,312
8
16
2
3
6
0
4
14
15
2
0
5
32
142

2,977
6
7
0
0
14
0
5
17
30
6
0
2
41
159

2,970.9
13.3
8.5
4.4
8.3
6.8
0.8
2.5
18.3
19.4
7.6
0.2
5.7
52.0
185.9

41,460
132
105
64
94
87
8
29
238
246
58
3
72
478
2,000

MPD270.965.3500
Police Chief
Ray O’Neal
Asst. Chief
Bobby West

On Facebook
Marion Police
Department
Marion-KY

Crime takes
January off
Crime in Marion con-

tinues to wane a bit and
for the first time in 14
months the town had no
felony arrests during
January. 
Felonies are serious

crimes punishable by a
year or more in prison.
Additionally, Marion

didn’t have a single mis-
demeanor arrest during
January. The last time
that happened was 20
months ago in April
2020. The last time Mar-
ion didn’t have an arrest
for a felony or misde-
meanor in a month was
also in April 2020. That
was the first month of
the pandemic lockdown.

STAFF REPORT
Chris Cook of Marion

has been selected to
serve on the Kentucky
School Boards Associa-
tion (KSBA) as a director-
at-large. The KSBA is
comprised of three offi-
cers, 12 directors-at-
large and one
representative from each
of the state’s 12 regions.
Cook is in his 18th

year as chairman of the
Crittenden County Board
of Education.
Cook sought selection

on the board, an associ-
ation of school boards
from across the state.
KSBA provides training
and services to members.
It has no policy-making
authority in the state.
Cook’s nomination was

recommended by an in-
terviewing committee
and his three-year term
begins at the KSBA’s an-
nual meeting this month.
He is the third Critten-

den County School
Board member to serve
as a director-at-large.

The late
Linda Con-
rad Kupisch
and the late
Dr. Donald
Wight are
past direc-
t o r s .
K u p i s c h
served as a
regional chairperson
from 1993-1994. Wight
served as regional chair-
person from 1972-1974
and as a director-at-
large from 1977-1980.
“I am especially hon-

ored to be serving with
Christine Thompson,

who was already a direc-
tor-at-large, and  board
of education member for
Livingston County and is
the wife of one of our
Crittenden County
teachers,” Cook said. "It
is a great honor to repre-
sent Crittenden County
on the Board of the Ken-
tucky School Boards As-
sociation. It provides
another opportunity for
me to advocate for our
students, staff, schools
and community as well
as Kentucky public edu-
cation in general at the
state level."

Cook

Cook selected director for KSBA 

Breaking News Between Printed Issues

www.The-Press.com
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Vaccines great health successes
By Dr. Natalie Jones 
University of Kentucky Coop-
erative Extension Service 

There has been a lot 
of talk about vaccines 
lately, but the concern 
goes beyond what you 
might think. 

During the pandem-
ic, not as many chil-
dren have received the 
required vaccinations 
against childhood dis-
eases, and now that 
they can get vaccinated 
for Covid-19, parents 
have been slow to get 
them vaccinated. 

Most Kentuckians 
have been vaccinat-
ed for Covid, but many 
have not, and now 
that flu season is here, 
doctors worry about a 
“twindemic” that could 
fill up our hospitals. So, 
health officials are urg-
ing Kentuckians to get 
ALL their vaccinations. 

–––
Vaccine History

Vaccines are one 
of the greatest suc-

cess stories in public 
health. They work by 
preventing disease. Just 
two examples: Small-
pox has been eradicat-
ed, and we have near-
ly eliminated the polio 
virus. It all started 225 
years ago with Dr. Ed-
ward Jenner, who col-
lected pus from cow-
pox — the animal variant 
of smallpox — from the 
arm of a milkmaid and 
scratched it into the 
arm of an 8-year-old 
boy. This was success-
ful and proved that im-
munity to smallpox was 
possible. In 1798, the 
first smallpox vaccine 
was developed.  

Vaccines are import-
ant because they save 
lives. In the history 
of vaccines, we have 
successfully eliminat-
ed the threat of multi-
ple diseases. The first 
polio vaccine was 
available in the United 
States in 1955. Thanks 
to the widespread use 

of the polio vaccine, the 
U.S. has been polio-free 
since 1979. Around the 
world, the number of 
cases has decreased as 
well, with just 33 cases 
of polio in the world re-
ported in 2018.

 In addition, in 2000, 
thanks to the MMR 
vaccine, which pro-
tects against measles, 
mumps, and rubella, 
measles has been large-
ly eradicated in the U.S.  

Getting any vac-
cine is relatively easy. 
Vaccines are available 
at the doctor’s office 
and many pharma-
cies. If you have ques-
tions or concerns about 
recommended vaccines 
for you and your family, 
talk to your family doc-
tor. 

–––
Vaccine Schedules  
The Centers for 

Disease Control and 
Prevention recom-
mends certain vac-
cinations to protect 

children and adults 
against many diseases, 
and some are required 
by state law for children 
to attend school. 

The CDC’s vaccine 
schedule is recom-
mended by its Adviso-
ry Committee on Im-
munization Practices, 
which includes hun-
dreds of vaccine ex-
perts, scientists, doc-
tors, and public health 
professionals. Each rec-
ommended vaccine is 
carefully developed to 
protect against a spe-
cific illness. Some shots 
are “one and done” while 
others require more 
than one dose to build 
enough immunity, 
or to boost immuni-
ty that can decrease 
over time. That’s why 
we need a flu vaccine 
each year, because the 
disease changes over 
time and the vaccine 
is changed to keep up 
with it.

By following the vac-

cine schedule, we re-
duce the spread of ill-
ness. People who don’t 
follow the schedule are 
not only at risk of get-
ting sick but can spread 
illness to others who 
are not protected, such 
as infants, who are too 
young for vaccines, and 
people with weakened 
immune systems. By 
getting your vaccines on 
time, you are protecting 
yourself, your friends, 
family, and community. 

–––
Vaccine Mandate

History  
Vaccine mandates 

are not new. In fact, the 
first vaccine mandate in 
schools was enacted in 
Massachusetts in the 
1850s to prevent small-
pox. By the mid-1900s, 
because of measles and 
smallpox outbreaks 
across the country, 
nearly half of all states 
had the same require-
ment.

In 1977, the U.S. 

government started 
a Childhood Immuniza-
tion Initiative to increase 
vaccination against 
the seven diseases for 
which children routine-
ly get vaccines: diph-
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CRITTENDEN COUNTY COVID CASES
Totals of Cases Reported as of Feb. 7, 2022

7-Day Total        14-Day Total       Pandemic Total                        

63                      128                       1,949                 69.8    
Source: Pennyrile District Health Department

VACCINATION 
RATE OF COUNTY

INFECTION 
RATE OF COUNTY

Total COVID Deaths
in Crittenden County45.1% 21.7% 39

        Percentage of Residents Vaccinated                    Percentage That Ever Tested Positive                            Based on Data since April 1, 2020
                     BASED ON CDC INFORMATION                                                   COUNTY POPULATION 8,990                                                        From Pennyrile Health Department

� �

�� �

County
Incidence
Per KyCOVID10.ky.gov

From STATE COLOR-CODED MAP 
RED ZONE

Just the Numbers COVID-19
CRITTENDEN COUNTY CASES APRIL 2020 THROUGH JANUARY 2022

                                 COVID GENDER                                     AGE RANGE OF CASES IN COUNTY
Month                     Cases    Female  Male     0-19       20-29       30-39   40-49     50-59     60-69   70-79   80+
APRIL 21                  4            2          2         0            0             0          0            2           1           1        0
MAY 21                     2             1           1          0            0             0          1            0           0          1        0
JUNE 21                   3            2          1          0            0             1          0            0           1           1        0
JULY 21                   18          10         8          3            1             2          1            4           6          1        0
AUGUST 21           38         20       18        5            0             7         10          6           5          4        1
SEPTEMBER 21      63         35       28       10           8             7         13         10          5          7        3
OCTOBER 21        52         22       30        7           10            7          7            9           7          4        1
NOVEMBER 21    98           59        39        12           14             7          18          24          14          6         2
DECEMBER 21      141          75        66        21            9             10         14          28          17         26      16
JANUARY 21       134          71         63        15           15            22         15           17           11         21       17
FEBRUARY 21        46           23        26         7              2             14         10            8             5            1          1
MARCH 21            51           25        26        12            6               8          11            8             2           0         0
APRIL 21                45           28         17         12            2               6           7             9             3           4         2
MAY 21                    9              3           6           2              1               1            4             1             0           0         0
JUNE 21                 22           13          9           3              0               3           3             7             3            1         2
JULY 21                  74           42        32        12           14            11         14           11            5            1         2
AUGUST 21          235         127      108       80           36            34        29          15          24         11        5
SEPTEMBER 21     230           117        113         73             29              36          24            27           20          12         8
OCTOBER 21           109            62          47         52             15              10           13              7              8             4          0
NOVEMBER 21        63             38          24          16              7               13            9               8              5             4           1
DECEMBER 21        141            78          63          31             19              19           16             16            20          12         8
JANUARY 22          292           151        140       128           24              38          30            37            16           13         5

TOTALS                   1,886        926       864       501          212           256       249         254         178        135      74
Age, gender and/or date of diagnosis unknown for some cases, which explains why rows may not reconcile.

Source Kentucky Department of Public | Health Pennyrile District Health Department

STAFF REPORT
Although the latest 

surge in COVID-19 is 
beginning to subside 
in Kentucky, it’s clear 
that the pandemic is far 
from over in Crittenden 
County.

Last month, this 
county had its highest 
number of cases since 
figures began being 
tracked in April of 2020. 
In January, there were 
292 confirmed COVID 
cases in Crittenden 
County, eclipsing the 
previous monthly re-
cord of 235 in August 
2021.

Many of the cases in 
January were among 
school-aged children. 
There were 128 cases 
in the age range infant 
to 19. Of those, 42 were 
nine or younger.

Schools were great-
ly affected by the surge 

during January. Staff 
and student infections 
and quarantine orders 
forced the Crittenden 
County School Dis-
trict to cancel classes a 
few days. Weather also 
helped cool the spread 
of the virus as schools 
missed days for snow 
and ice, too.

Across Kentucky, the 
virus is also slowing af-
ter a near record-setting 
month for cases and 
hospitalizations. For the 
second week in a row, 
Kentucky has seen a 
sharp drop in the num-
ber of new cases. Gov. 
Andy Beshear admitted 
last week’s ice storm 
and resulting closings 
may have been a fac-
tor in the decline, “But 
regardless, we are now 
definitely moving in the 
right direction. We are 
really excited about the 

trajectory of cases, but 
remember, this is still 
the fifth highest week 
in our entire COVID ex-
perience. There is still 
a whole lot of virus out 
there.”

Crittenden had one 
COVID-related death 
reported during Janu-
ary, making the coun-
ty’s pandemic total to 
39. Over the 22 months 
since the pandemic be-
gan being tracked in 
Marion, the mortality 
rate has been two per-
cent among those ever 
infected. 

Crittenden’s cases 
have declined marked-
ly over the past couple 
of weeks, but the coun-
ty remains in the so-
called Red Zone on the 
state’s COVID-19 map. 
Counties in the Red 
have stronger recom-
mendations for safety 

measures. 
The state’s positivity 

rate was at 23.51 per-
cent early this week. 

“Still really high, but 
significantly down from 
when we crossed 33 
percent,” the governor 
said. “So, decreasing 
about 10 percentage 
points on the positivi-
ty side in the last two 
weeks.”

Beshear also noted 
the state is starting to 

see a real downward 
trend in hospitalizations 
due to the omicron vari-
ant, by 11 percent over 
the past seven days. 

 “We almost reached 
the hospitalization lev-
els we had with delta, 
but it does look like we 
are declining. We are 
not moving as quickly 
as with case numbers, 
as is to be expected, 
since it typically lags 
by a certain period. The 

vast majority of these 
hospitalizations are un-
vaccinated Kentucki-
ans,” the governor said.

Crittenden County’s 
vaccination rate contin-
ues to edge upward. As 
of early this week, just 
over 45 percent of the 
county’s residents had 
received at least one 
shot. Crittenden’s vac-
cination rate remains 
among the state’s low-
est.

Cases in county declining, 
fifth highest week in state

VACCINES
Continued on Page 5B
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By THE KENTUCKY DE-
PARTMENT FOR PUBLIC 
HEALTH 

Immunization is one 
of the greatest pub-
lic-health achieve-
ments, preventing tens 
of thousands of deaths, 
millions of cases of dis-
ease, and saving billions 
of dollars each decade.

Immunization is a 
safe, effective way to 
protect children from 
disease, including some 
cancers, as well as hos-
pitalization, disability, 
and death. It is espe-
cially important during 
a pandemic or other 
public-health emergen-
cy to maintain routine 
immunizations to pre-
vent further outbreaks. 

Pediatricians play a 
crucial role in immuniz-
ing children and are a 
trusted source for vac-
cine information. Vac-
cine conversations with 
parents should begin 
as early as possible – at 
prenatal visits/inter-
views, ideally – as fami-
lies often make immuni-
zation decisions during 
pregnancy through the 
first two months of a 
baby’s life. 

On-time vaccination 
throughout childhood 
is essential because it 
helps provide immuni-
ty before children are 
exposed to potentially 
life-threatening diseas-
es. Vaccines are tested 
to ensure they are safe 
and effective for chil-
dren to receive at the 
recommended ages. 

Immunity is the 
body’s way of preventing 
disease. When a baby is 
born, its immune sys-
tem is not fully devel-
oped, which can put the 
infant at greater risk 
for infections. Vaccines 
reduce a child’s risk of 
infection by working 
with his or her body’s 
natural defenses to help 
safely develop immunity 
to disease. 

Children are exposed 
to thousands of germs 
every day in their en-
vironment. This hap-
pens through the food 
the child eats, the air 
the child breathes, and 
things the child puts in 
his or her mouth. 

Babies are born with 
immune systems that 
can fight most germs, 
but there are some 
deadly diseases they 
can’t handle. That’s 
why they need vaccines 
to strengthen their im-
mune system. 

Vaccines use very 
small amounts of an-
tigens to help a child’s 
immune system recog-
nize and learn to fight 
serious diseases. Anti-
gens are parts of germs 
that cause the body’s 
immune system to go to 
work.

To simplify the deci-
sion-making process for 
parents and families, 
we’ve compiled five rea-
sons you should make 
sure your children are 
up to date on their vac-
cination schedules.

1. Vaccines can save 
your children’s lives: 
Some of the deadliest 
diseases targeting chil-
dren have been elimi-
nated through vaccines. 
For example, polio par-
alyzed and killed thou-
sands of children yearly 
until a vaccine was cre-
ated in the early 1950s. 
As a result of this add-
ing this vaccine to the 
childhood vaccination 
schedule, no new cases 
of polio have been re-
ported for more than 42 
years.

2. Vaccinations are 
safe and effective: Vac-
cines are not created 
overnight and only are 
administered to the 
public after a long and 
careful review process 
by scientists and doc-
tors. Vaccines are con-
stantly tested and mon-
itored even after initial 
approval. They may 
cause slight discom-
fort, pain or redness 
at the site of injection, 
but these side effects 
are small compared to 
the diseases they were 

specifically designed to 
prevent.

3. Immunization pro-
tects others you care 
about: Children too 
young to be vaccinat-
ed are most vulnerable 
when it comes to con-
tracting vaccine-pre-
ventable diseases. In 
the last 10 years, we’ve 
seen resurgence of sev-
eral diseases that affect 
children, like measles 
and whooping cough. In 
the U.S., about 10–20 
babies die each year 
from whooping cough 
because they are too 
young to receive the 
vaccine and contract 
the disease from some-
one who was not vacci-
nated against it.

4. Immunizations can 
save your family time 
and money: Children 
without up-to-date im-
munization records 
can be denied admis-
sion to schools or child 
care. Your children are 
exposed to millions of 
germs through their 
day-to-day interactions 
and the only way to 
fight these germs is to 
ensure your children 
are up to date on their 
vaccinations. Over time, 
vaccine-preventable dis-
eases become expensive 
to treat compared to 
the short time spent at 
the doctor’s office get-
ting your children their 
shots. Immunization 
vaccines typically are 
covered by insurance, 
making them inexpen-

sive or free methods to 
protect your kids from 
deadly diseases.

5. Immunization pro-
tects future generations: 
Vaccines have eliminated 
several deadly diseas-
es in recent years. For 
example, smallpox was 
eradicated worldwide by 
a vaccine. As a result, 
children no longer receive 
the vaccination for small-
pox. Continuing to follow 
the immunization sched-
ule set for your children 
can help the community 
further eliminate harm-
ful or deadly diseases for 
future generations.

–––
What vaccines are re-
quired for children?
In Kentucky, to enter 

kindergarten, all chil-
dren at least 5 years of 
age must have:

n Five doses of DTaP 
or DTP (diphtheria, tet-
anus, pertussis) or com-
binations of the two vac-
cines.

n Four doses of IPV or 
OPV (polio) or combina-
tions of the two vaccines.

n Three doses of hep-
atitis B.

n Two doses of MMR 
(measles, mumps, ru-
bella).

n Two doses of varicel-
la (chickenpox), unless 
a health-care provider 
states that the child has 
had a diagnosis of typi-
cal varicella disease or 
verification of a history 
of varicella disease by 
a health-care provider 
or a diagnosis of herpes 

zoster disease or verifi-
cation of history of her-
pes zoster disease by a 
health-care provider.

For sixth grade entry, 
age 11 or older, a child is 
required to have:

n One dose of Tdap 
(diphtheria, tetanus, 
pertussis) if it has been 
at least 2 years since the 
administration of the 
last dose of tetanus-con-
taining vaccine.

n Two doses of varicel-
la, unless a health-care 
provider states that the 
child has had a diagno-
sis of typical varicella 
disease or verification 
of a history of varicella 
disease by a health-care 

provider or a diagnosis 
or herpes zoster dis-
ease or verification of a 
history of herpes zoster 
disease by a health-care 
provider.

n One dose of MCV or 
MPSV (meningococcal 
vaccine).

In addition to the re-
quired vaccines, the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
recommends these vac-
cines for children and 
adolescents:

n Rotavirus (RV)
n Haemophilus influ-

enzae type b (Hib)
n Pneumococcal con-

jugate (PCV13)
n Influenza

n Hepatitis A
n Meningococcal
n Pneumococcal poly-

saccharide (PPSV23)
More information 

about vaccination can 
be found at: 

ht tps ://www.cdc.
gov/vaccines/sched-
u les/easy- to - read/
child-easyread.html 

ht tps ://www.cdc.
gov/vaccines/parents/
why-vaccinate/vac-
cine-decision.html

https ://www.cdc.
gov/vaccines/parents/
why-vaccinate/index.
html

https://www.aap.
org/en/patient-care/
immunizations/

Protect your child’s health 
with these five easy steps.

1. Talk with your pediatrician or family doctor.
Meet with your pediatrician or family doctor to share your  
concerns and schedule your child’s vaccine.  

2. Talk with your child.
Discuss with your children what vaccines are, their importance 
and what might happen after they get it. They may have arm 
pain, a headache, feel tired, or have achy muscles. These should 
go away in a day or two. It’s important they know this will  
protect the people around them too!

3. Schedule your child’s vaccine appointment.
Pick a location and time that is convenient and fits in your 
child’s schedule. No matter where your child gets the vaccine 
– doctor’s office, school, church, pharmacy, etc. – all locations 
can access your child’s medical record. 

4. Prepare your vaccine-ready kit.
Hydration is key. Doctors recommend hydrating before and 
after the vaccine. Also, have a non-aspirin child’s pain reliever 
on hand in case your child has pain at the injection site, sore 
muscles, or a headache. 

5. Get your child vaccinated.
When you’re at the doctor’s office or immunization clinic, be 
calm. Remember kids pick up on how the adults around them 
are feeling. And remember to reward your kiddo for being brave 
with a high five for health!

High Five for Health is a public service campaign that 
speaks directly to the concerns of Kentucky parents 
about COVID-19 vaccines for children ages 5 to 11 years 
old. The campaign is made possible by the Foundation 
for a Healthy Kentucky and supported by Anthem Blue 
Cross Blue Cross and Blue Shield Medicaid.

For more information about the 
campaign, visit highfiveforhealth.org

SUPPORTED BY

Vaccines key to 
healthy society

Nurse Kelly Croft administers a COVID-10 vac-
cine to a Crittenden County teenager.
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VISIT YOUR DOCTOR’S OFFICE, 
PHARMACY, HEALTH CENTER, 

OR HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
TO LEARN MORE.

IMMUNIZATIONS
ARE SAFE AND

SAVE
LIVES.
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By MELISSA PATRICK
Kentucky Health News

One of the many chal-
lenges facing Kentuck-
ians who remain un-
vaccinated against the 
coronavirus is that they 
still have unanswered 
questions about vac-
cines, some based on 
facts and others based 
on myths. This story 
is an attempt to sort 
through some of those 
questions and to count-
er misinformation. 

This information is 
not only for the unvacci-
nated. Kentucky Health 
News encourages in-
dividuals who have al-
ready been vaccinated 
to use it as a resource 
when talking to their 
loved ones about getting 
vaccinated, since friends 
and family have proven 
to be highly influential 
in persuading them to 
do so.  

n COVID-19 is no 
worse than the season-
al flu, right? Wrong. 
While influenza and 
COVID-19 are both con-
tagious respiratory ill-
nesses, they are caused 
by different viruses. 
COVID-19 appears to 
be more contagious and 
to spread more quickly, 
and is more deadly. Pre-
liminary estimates from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
are that the U.S. had 
35 million flu cases and 
20,000 deaths from it in 
the 2019-20 flu season, 
for a death rate of 0.06 
percent. The U.S. has 
had more than 53 mil-
lion confirmed cases of 
the coronavirus and over 
825,000 deaths from 
COVID-19. In Kentucky, 
there have been over 
879,000 cases and more 
than 12,000 deaths. 

n Kids don't get it, 
do they? Yes, they do. 
Children can be in-
fected with the virus, 
and can get sick from 
COVID-19 and spread 
the virus to others with-
out knowing they have 
it. In Kentucky, more 
than one-fifth of cases 
have been in people un-
der 20. Most children 
have mild symptoms or 
no symptoms, but some 
have become severely ill 
from the disease and a 
few have died. They can 
also get a rare but seri-
ous condition, Multisys-
tem Inflammatory Syn-
drome, that sometimes 
doesn't show up until 
weeks after the infec-
tion. Kentucky has had 
more than 50 reported 

cases, according to the 
CDC. The more conta-
gious Omicron variant 
of the virus that recently 
became dominant seems 
to affect them more.

n These vaccines 
were developed very 
quickly; how can we 
be sure that they have 
been fully researched 
and proven? The vac-
cines were developed, 
tested and given emer-
gency-use authoriza-
tion in less than a year, 
thanks to years of pre-
vious research on relat-
ed coronaviruses. Re-
searchers had also been 
working on the technol-
ogy for years; the tim-
ing, and federal funding 
by Congress and the 
Trump administration 
allowed companies to 
run multiple trials at the 
same time, saving time. 
Surgeon General Vivek 
Murthy said, "There 
were no corners cut in 
making these vaccines; 
what was cut was actu-
ally red tape."

n  Then why has only 
one been permanent-
ly licensed? There has 
always been a long, de-
liberate process at the 
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration to fully approve a 
drug, involving a review 
of much more data over 
a longer time than is 
required for emergency 
use authorization. Mod-
erna has completed its 
submission for full ap-
proval of its COVID-19 
vaccine for ages 18 and 
older and has asked for 
priority review, but even 
with priority review the 
approval process typ-
ically takes months to 
complete. 

n Why has the Pfiz-
er vaccine been per-
manently licensed?
The FDA reviewed nine 
months of experience 
with the vaccine and 
found it safe. It granted 
Pfizer
s request that the 
review of its data be “fast 
tracked,” which means 
the agency agreed to 
prioritize the analysis 
over other work, "such 
as meetings with other 
drug developers. It does 
not mean the review 
was rushed," McClatchy 
Newspapers report. The 
FDA said, “We have tak-
en an all-hand-on-deck-
approach, including 
identifying additional 
resources such as per-
sonnel and technological 
resources from across 
the agency and oppor-
tunities to reprioritize 
other activities, in order 

to complete our review 
to help combat this pan-
demic surge.”

n  Does this new type 
of vaccine change your 
DNA? "COVID-19 vac-
cines do not change or 
interact with your DNA 
in any way," the CDC 
says. The new types 
of vaccines deliver in-
structions "to our cells 
to start building protec-
tion against the virus 
that causes COVID-19." 
Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty says, "The messenger 
RNA from two of the first 
types of COVID-19 vac-
cines does enter cells, 
but not the nucleus of 
the cells where DNA re-
sides. The mRNA does 
its job to cause the cell 
to make protein to stim-
ulate the immune sys-
tem, and then it quickly 
breaks down — without 
affecting your DNA." 

n What are the issues 
with the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine? Is 
it still recommended? 
In April 2021, the J & 
J (Janssen) single-dose 
vaccine was paused 
while the FDA and the 
CDC investigated a very 
small number of cases 
of blood clots in peo-
ple who had received it, 
nearly all of them adult 
women younger than 50. 
The FDA and CDC rec-
ommended that admin-
istration of the vaccine 
could safely resume. Af-
ter more than 17.2 mil-
lion doses of the vaccine 
had been given in the 
U.S. there were 57 con-
firmed reports of people 
who got the vaccine later 
developing blood clots, 
according to the CDC. 

On Dec. 16, 2021, the 
CDC recommended that 
people shouldn't get the 
J & J vaccine when the 
Pfizer-BioNTech and 
Moderna vaccines are 
available. The CDC news 
release said, "Any vac-
cine is better than being 
unvaccinated." 

In July 2021, the 
Food and Drug Admin-
istration added a new 
warning about the J & 
J vaccine because it was 
linked to a rare neuro-
logical condition, Guil-
lain-Barré syndrome. 
Preliminary research 
reported in July 2021 
found 100 Americans 
out of more than 12 mil-
lion who had developed 
the syndrome after re-
ceiving the vaccine; one 
died and 95 were hos-
pitalized. The FDA said 
in a news release that 
“the known and poten-

tial benefits” of the vac-
cine “clearly outweigh 
the known and potential 
risks.” Through Dec. 16, 
2021  there have been 
around 283 preliminary 
reports of Guillain-Barre 
syndrome out of more 
than 17.2 million J&J 
vaccine doses, according 
to the CDC. These cases 
have largely been report-
ed about two weeks after 
vaccination and mostly 
in men, many 50 years 
and older. 

n What are the side 
effects of a COVID-19 
vaccination? The most 
common side effects are 
pain, redness and swell-
ing on the arm where 
you get the shot. Other 
side effects are tired-
ness, headache, muscle 
pain, chills, fever and 
nausea. Side effects af-
ter a second shot may 
be more intense. There 
have been three con-
firmed cases of the rare 
blood clot following the 
Moderna vaccine, out 
of 470 million doses of 
mRNA COVID-19 vac-
cines.

Serious adverse reac-
tions after a coronavi-
rus vaccination are rare, 
says the CDC. Anaphy-
laxis, which can occur 
after any vaccination, is 
severe and has occurred 
in approximately five 
people per million vacci-
nated in the U.S. Clinics 
keep people 15 minutes 
after a shot to make sure 
they don't have a reac-
tion.

As of Dec. 16, 2021 

there have been 1,947 
preliminary reports of 
myocarditis or pericardi-
tis among people 30 and 
younger who received 
a coronavirus vaccine. 
Most cases have fol-
lowed the Pfizer or Mod-
erna vaccine, particular-
ly in male teenagers and 
young adults. The CDC 
has confirmed 1,124 
cases out of more than 
496 million doses.

n Do I need a shot 
if I've already had the 
virus? The CDC rec-
ommends that those 
who have been infected 
with the virus should 
be vaccinated, because 
we don't how long or 
strong the resulting im-
munity is. "Emerging 
evidence shows that get-
ting a COVID-19 vaccine 
after you recover from 
COVID-19 infection pro-
vides added protection 
to your immune system. 
One study showed that, 
for people who already 
had COVID-19, those 
who do not get vacci-
nated after their recov-
ery are more than two 
times as likely to get 
COVID-19 again than 
those who get fully vac-
cinated," says the CDC. 
If you were treated for 
COVID-19 with mono-
clonal antibodies or con-
valescent plasma, wait 
90 days before getting a 
vaccine.
 While "evidence is grow-
ing" that infection with 
the virus "is generally 
as effective as vaccina-
tion at stimulating your 

immune system to pre-
vent the disease...federal 
officials have been re-
luctant to recognize any 
equivalency, citing the 
wide variation in COVID 
patients' immune re-
sponse to infection," Kai-
ser Health News reports.

n I got fully immu-
nized, but then got 
infected. How did that 
happen? No vaccine is 
100% effective, health 
officials say. The Pfizer 
and Moderna vaccines 
are about 95% effective 
in preventing COVID-19 
in those without prior 
infections. The Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine has 
a 72% overall efficacy 
rate and an 86% efficacy 
against severe disease in 
the U.S. 

n What's the latest 
information on who 
needs a booster? Re-
search has found that 
a booster shot of the 
Pfizer or Moderna vac-
cine is needed to protect 
against the highly conta-
gious Omicron variant of 
the virus.

Adults 18 years and 
older can get any of the 
COVID-19 vaccines as a 
booster. A booster is rec-
ommended five months 
after the second shot for 
those who initially re-
ceived a Pfizer-BioNTech 
or Moderna vaccine.

The CDC recently rec-
ommended 12-to-15-
year-olds should get the 
Pfizer booster at least 
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five months after their 
second Pfizer shot.

Additionally, the 
CDC recommends that 
moderately or severely 
immunocompromised 
5-11-year-olds receive 
a booster dose of vac-
cine 28 days after their 
second shot.

Everyone who re-
ceived the Johnson 
& Johnson (Janssen) 
vaccine is eligible for 
a booster shot at least 
two months after they 
get the single-dose 
vaccine. It is especial-
ly important for those 
who got the J&J vac-
cine to get a boost-
er, since it has been 
shown to be less ef-
fective over time com-
pared to the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines.

The latest guidance 
says people can re-
ceive a different brand 
of vaccine as a booster 
than they did their ini-
tial shots. 

Children and 
COVID-19 vaccina-
tions: Most children 
and all teens can get 
a COVID-19 vaccina-
tion. 

The Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine is 
approved for children 
12 and older in the 

same dosage as adults, 
which comes in a purple 
capped vial. 

The Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine for 
children 5 to 11 is one-
third of the adult dose 
and comes in an orange 
capped vial and is deliv-
ered with a smaller nee-
dle, designed specifically 
for children.  

Both of these vaccines 
require two doses, given 
three weeks apart. 

n Can vaccines af-
fect fertility? "The 
COVID-19 vaccine will 
not affect fertility," say 
physicians at Johns 
Hopkins University in 
Baltimore. They said the 
myth sprang from a false 
report on social media 
that the Pfizer and Mod-
erna vaccines would af-
fect not only the spike 
protein on the surface 
of the virus, but anoth-
er spike protein that is 
involved in growth and 
attachment of the pla-
centa in pregnancy. "The 
two spike proteins are 
completely different and 
distinct, and getting the 
COVID-19 vaccine will 
not affect the fertility of 
women who are seeking 
to become pregnant, in-
cluding through in vitro 
fertilization methods," 
the doctors say. The 
CDC says, "There is cur-
rently no evidence that 
COVID-19 vaccination 

causes any problems 
with pregnancy, includ-
ing the development of 
the placenta. In addi-
tion, there is no evidence 
that female or male fer-
tility problems are a side 
effect of any vaccine, in-
cluding COVID-19 vac-
cines."

n Where can I get 
more information? And 
how do I tell truth from 
deception? The Immu-
nization Action Coalition 
provides a list of ques-
tions you should ask 
when evaluating health 
information online, such 
as the original source of 
the information and who 
manages it. The Universi-
ty of California-San Fran-
cisco offers tips on how 
to find credible sources 
of health information, in-
cluding red flags to watch 
for, including outdated or 
anonymous information, 
possible conflicts of in-
terest, one-sided or bi-
ased information, if there 
is a claim of a miracle or 
a secret cure, or if no evi-
dence is cited.

Kentucky Health News 
is an independent news 
service of the Institute 
for Rural Journalism 
and Community Issues, 
based in the School of 
Journalism and Media 
at the University of Ken-
tucky, with support from 
the Foundation for a 
Healthy Kentucky.
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Kentucky Health News

Two years into the 
pandemic, many people 
still refuse to wear a face 
mask as part of a holis-
tic approach to slow the 
spread of a virus that 
has killed more than 
13,000 Kentuckians, 
despite public-health 
officials begging them 
to do so – and a wealth 
of research that sup-
ports their pleas. 

On Friday, Feb. 4, an-
other such study was 
released by the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, showing re-
al-world evidence that 
masks work, and that 
the type of masks you 
wear matters. 

“In addition to being 
up to date with recom-
mended Covid-19 vac-
cinations, consistently 
wearing a comfortable, 
well-fitting face mask 
or respirator in indoor 
public settings protects 
against acquisition of 
[Covid-19] infection; 
a respirator offers the 
most protection,” says 
the early release report. 

The researchers said 
their study has limita-
tions, but the results 
are consistent with pre-
vious research showing 
that masks prevent the 
spread of the virus.

The study assessed 
face-mask or respirator 
use among 652 peo-
ple who tested positive 
for the virus and 1,176 
who tested negative 
from Feb. 18 to Dec. 
1, 2021 and self-re-
ported being in indoor 
public settings during 
the two weeks preced-

ing their test, with no 
known contact with any 
confirmed or suspected 
Covid-19 infection. The 
samples were random-
ly selected residents of 
California.

The study concluded, 
“Always using a face 
mask or respirator in 
indoor public settings 
was associated with 
lower adjusted odds of 
a positive test result, 
compared with never 
wearing a face mask or 
respirator in these set-
tings.”

Among the 534 study 
participants who re-
ported the type of mask 
they used, cloth masks 
offered 56% more pro-
tection against the virus 
than wearing no mask 
indoors; surgical masks 
offered 66% more; and 
respirator mask, such 
as N95 or KN95, offered 
the most additional 
protection, 83%. 

“These data from re-
al-world settings rein-
force the importance 
of consistently wearing 
face masks or respira-
tors to reduce the risk 
of acquisition of infec-
tion among the general 
public in indoor com-
munity settings,” the 

report says. 
CDC guidance says 

that N95 masks, when 
they fit well and are 
worn correctly, pro-
vide the highest level of 
protection, while also 
maintaining that “any 
mask is better than no 
mask.” Last month, the 
federal government be-
gan distributing 400 
million free N95 masks 
through pharmacies 
and community health 
centers. 

State officials have 
long urged Kentuckians 
to wear masks in indoor 
spaces and especially in 
schools, but in Septem-
ber the legislature took 
away Gov. Andy Beh-
sear’s power to impose 
mask mandates.

A Kaiser Family 
Foundation survey tak-
en mid-January found 
that most American 
adults (54%) say they 
wear a mask every time 
in an indoor, crowd-
ed space. The rate was 
highest among among 
vaccinated people (62%; 
unvaccinated 28%). It 
was also higher among 
Democrats (77%), fol-
lowed by independents 
(50%) and Republicans 
(31%).

Another study shows that 
wearing a mask lowers the 
odds of getting COVID-19
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theria, measles, mumps, 
pertussis, polio, rubel-
la, tetanus and pertus-
sis (whooping cough). 
Now, all states have vac-
cination requirements 
for children to attend 
school and child-care 
facilities.

The military also re-
quires service members 
to be vaccinated.

The first U.S. im-
munization man-
date was in January 
1777, when George 
Washington ordered 
troops in Philadel-
phia to be inoculated 
against smallpox. For 
over 230 years, the mil-
itary health-care sys-
tem has immunized 
troops to protect them 
personally and to help 
them accomplish their 
missions. This is be-
cause a sick service 
member can infect and 
be a threat to an en-
tire unit, preventing 
them from completing 
a mission. By staying 
healthy and immu-
nized, service members 
are able to return home 
safely.

–––
Vaccine Safety

To ensure contin-
ued success of vac-
cines, safety precau-
tions are followed as 
vaccines are devel-
oped. Before any vac-
cine is approved by the 
Food and Drug Admin-
istration or distributed 
to the public, scientists 
test it extensively to en-
sure it is effective and 
safe. The COVID-19 
vaccines have received 
the most intense safety 
monitoring in U.S. his-
tory, which has allowed 
public-health officials to 
make science-based rec-
ommendations to keep 
people safe.

All the COVID-19 vac-
cines were cautious-
ly tested and reviewed. 
The vaccines went 
through a detailed and 
thorough three-phase 
clinical trial process and 
no shortcuts were tak-
en. More than 150,000 
people participated in 
U.S. clinical trials of the 
vaccines, and now, hun-
dreds of millions of vac-
cine doses in the U.S. 
have been safely admin-

istered.
–––

mRNA Vaccine
History

The  Pfizer-BioNTech 
and Moderna vaccines 
for COVID-19 use mes-
senger RNA to make 
the body produce the 
coronavirus spike pro-
tein to produce immu-
nity to the virus. Some 
people are hesitant 
about mRNA vaccines, 
thinking they use a new 
technology or could 
change people’s DNA. 
Neither is true.

Researchers have 
been studying and 
working with mRNA 
vaccines for decades. 
Messenger RNA, or 
mRNA, was discovered 
in the early 1960s; re-
search into how mRNA 
could be delivered into 
cells was developed in 
the 1970s. mRNA vac-
cines have been stud-
ied before for flu, Zika, 
and rabies. Thanks to 
decades of research 
and innovation, mRNA 
vaccine technology was 
ready for COVID-19.

–––
Getting Your 

COVID-19 Vaccine
The best way to pro-

tect against COVID-19 

is to get a vaccine 
and a booster as soon 
as you are eligible. Cur-
rently, everyone ages 5 
and older is eligible to 
get vaccinated against 
COVID-19.

Being vaccinated is 
especially important for 
people 50 and older, 
residents of long-term 
care settings, people 
with underlying medical 
conditions, and preg-
nant people, because 
of the increased risk 
for severe illness from 
COVID-19. The vaccine 
can protect you, your 
family and your com-
munity from this poten-
tially deadly disease.

You have three ways 
to find vaccines near 
you, including boosters:

n Go to vaccines.gov
n Text your ZIP code 

to 438829
n Call 1-800-232-

0233
Dr. Natalie 

Jones is the family 
health specialist in the 
Department of Family 
and Consumer Sciences 
at the University of Ken-
tucky, and writes for the 
UK Cooperative Exten-
sion Service.
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